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1 5 HAT the Roman Church abounding 
| I with carthly Riches and Honours, 


* ſhould, notwithſtanding her great and ma- 
'tF' * nifold viſible Errors and Corruptions, ' be 
ccryed up by many, as of an heavenly Origin 
and Beauty, is not to be wondered at; ſince 
| Diana of the Epheſians, tho but a dumb 
N * and polluted Idol, was for the ſame Reaſons 
71 *.cry'd up fo, by Demetrius and his fellow 
* Crafts-Men.. But the Thing that is marvel- 
© ous here; and at which St Fehn in a Viſion 
* of the degenerated © State of the [Roman - 
Oz; - 2.4 Church, 


—— — — 


— 


and Worſhip, all 
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Church, did wonder with great Admiration, 


is the ſecret Cords by which that degenerate 
Church holds People in her corrupt Com- 
© munion ; who wou'd T the true Know- 
© ledge of God, and of his Worſhip, and of 

* the appointed Means of Grace and Salvation, 


© to all Worldly Intereſts and Conſiderations. 


© Now having Reaſon to believe this to be 
the Caſe of the Generality of the Members 
© of that corrupted Church; in Compaſſion to 
their Souls, I have in the following Trea- 
* tiſe, endeavoured to detect and lay open 
© thoſe Anti-Chriſtian Bonds, ſo far as my Ob- 
© ſervation, who lived among them many 
© Years, has enabled me to do it ; and which 
© well meant Endeavours, may God bleſs ſo, 
that they may be inſtrumental to the bring- 
© ing many out of the thick Darkneſs of Po- 


p 6 pery, into the marvellous Light of that 


Holy Religion, which God, by his eternal 
© Son the Lord Chriſt Jeſus, has revealed to 
* the World, for the Salvation of loſt Man, 


and which Divine Religion, is thro' God's 


great Mercy, now profeſſed and taught in 
© the Church of England; in whoſe Faith 

Papiſts that have any 
Knowledge of them, are forced to confeſs, 
© There is not any Thing that is not truly 
* Chriſtian : All that they do, and can con- 
* demn in our Church, being her not believing 
and practiſing ſeveral Things which the R- 
* man Church believeth and practiſeth; and 
* which Things, I have, I think, in the fore- 
M4” SEN * going 
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* going Treatiſe domonſtrated to be Novel- 
© ties; unknown to an Ancient and very great 
* Weſtern Church: As in other Places J have 
© proved them not to have been known to the 
* Two ancient Southern Churches in Malabar 
* and Athiopia; and by the latter of which 
Two Churches, after ſhe was compelled to 
© know them, they were, and are to this Day, 
rejected as Hay and Stuble, built on the 
8 — of the Apoſtles and Prophets, 
Jeſus Chriſt himſelf being the chief Corner 
Stone. And tho the Papal Champions do 
* plainly diſcover, that they have no Love 
* for the Memory of the Ancient Spaniſb 
Church; yet none of them dare deny that 
* © Church to have had in her Faith and Wor- 
* ſhip, all that Chriſt had made neceſſary to 
Salvation. And it will puzzle the ſubtileſt 
* Head in the Roman Church, to give a tole- 
f rable Reaſon, why Doctrines and Practices 
* which were not neceſlary to Salvation in the 
* Eighth Century, and which were not for 
© that Reaſon known in it to the Church, 
* ſhould in the Eighteenth Century come to 
be neceſſary to it. Wherefore, we may, I 
* think, juſtly look on the Romans as the 
* neweſt and the moſt degenerate Chriſtian 
* Church in the World, until ſuch Time as 
* ſhe ſhall ſhew, that there was ſomewhere an 
Ancient Church, which agrees with her in 
< thoſe Doctrines and Practices in which ſhe 
* differs from other Churches ; and which I 
think, has been ſhewed to be the Caſe of 
| * the> 
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the Church of England, not only as to the 
Ancient S$paniſb Church, but likewiſe as to 
he, Ancieht egy of Malabar and Zthi- 
23 in all the Subſtantials wherein the 
52509 of England differs from the Roman. 
And of this her Novelty and Degeneracy 
the Church of Rome ſeems to be ſenſible; 
for what elſe but the Senſe of that could 
C put her on uſing ſuch Anti-Chriſtian Arts and 
Methods to keep her People from — 
into the Truth of all that ſhe teacheth an 
practiſeth. Of which Arts and Methods a 
true, tho I will not fay full, Account, is 
given in the following Trag, 


OF THE 


METHODS. 


By which the Roman CHURCH keeps 
Her People, Gc: 


6. 2 


- 


HAT Roman Citholichs, who have never had any 


ciples and Practices of the true Chriſtian Faith and 


Worſhip. and which is the Caſe of moſt of that Sect, ſhould 


hold Popery faft, and be very zealons for it, is not ar all to 
be wondered at: Seeing the Fews, Mahometans, and Hea- 


 #henz, in their ſeveral Seas, do the fame; and all of them, 
for the ſame Reaſon : Which is, That it was the Religion of - 


their Fore- Fatheri, and the Religion in which they themfebues 
were born and bred : And tho" there is not any Man of 
Senſe and Learning that is not aſhamed to own that to be 


the only Reaſon why he is of the Religion he profefſeth ; ?: 


becauſe if it were, his being of it, would be as accidental, _ 


Opportunities of being rightly informed in the Prin- 


_ 4 


* 
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little his own Choice, as his being born of ſych Parents, and in 
ſuch a Country; it may nevertheleſs be at the ſame Time the -' 
ſtrongeſt, if not the only Cord, Religion holds him by; be- 
ing either hindered by it, from ſeeking after the Means of 2 
true Information, or ſo indiſpoſed by it, as not to reap that 
efit by their Uſe, which he would have done otherwiſe ;- 
t beſides the faſt Hold which that Prejudice has naturally 
on Men's Minds, it has another, and which is a ſtrong one, 
from the common Opihion' the World has taken up concerning 
Converts ; which is, That it is nut Fonbuf#ble for one to thanige 
the Religion he was born and, bred in: And the Thing that 
gave Riſe to, and does ſtill ſupport that Opinion in the World, 
was not ſo much the Reflection which ſuch a Change carries 
in it, on their own, and their Fore-Fathers Wiſdom, as the 
bad Diſpoſition which is commonly obſerved to be in Proſe- 
Iytes ; who having ſhaked off the Belief of their Religion they 
were born and bred in, do too often turn irreligious; ſo Pro- 
ſelytes were called by the Jews, The Scab of their Religion, 
for their being, after they had thrown off their old Faith, 
and zealous againſt that, not much devoted to their new; nor 
to no other; and whith is the Caſe of all that change their 


-- firſt Religion, not out of Conſcience, but for the Sake of ſome 


worldly Advantage; And tho' this Prejudice is common to all 
Sects of Religion, that are of any ſtanding in the World, it 
was never cry'd up ſo much, as to their own People; nor de- 
cry'd ſo much as to all others, as by the Church of Rome ; 
which makes great Uſe of it to keep her own Sheep within 
her Fold, but at the ſame Time expoſeth it in all others, as 
Irrational and Brutal, as in Truth it is: However, that poli- 
tick Church being ſenſible that this Prejudice, tho! it is ſtrong, 
may be attacked ſo, as to be removed, and eſpecially in ſach 
a Caſe as hers is ; ſhe has therefore taken great Care to 

it about, and both to ftop, and fortify all the by 
which it can be approached ; and this ſhe has done. 


Firfl, By ſtopping all the Ways by which the Knowledge 
of her Errors and Corruptions can poſſibly get to her People. 


Secondly, By miſrepreſenting all other Religions. 
Thirdly, By uſing an extream Violence. 
Laſtly, and Chi:fly, By that abſolute Bondage of Thought 


- under which ſhe keeps her Sheep. 
| As 
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As to the Ways by which the Knowledge of her Errors 
and Corruptious may come at any that believe them; not one 
of them has eſcaped her Diligence and Watchfulneſs, fo, as 
not to be cloſe ſtopped by her; for as to that of the Hoh 

Scriptures, which are the perfect Rule of the Chriſtian Fai 
and Worſhip in all their Subſtantials, and which were believ- 
ed to be ſuch a Rule by the primitive Catholick Church, ſhe 
has taken ſpecial Care, that her Sheep ſhall not receive any 
Light by that Divine Way: And to that End, ſhe keeps thoſe 
Divine Oracle cloſe locked up in a Language that is not un- 
derſtood by her People; neither dare any that underſtand the 
learned Languages, look into thoſe dangerous Books, without 
her Licenſe : And as it is not ſafe for any to ſupplicate for 
ſuch a Licenſe, ſo for that Reaſon, few do aſk for it. And 
whereas the Bible has been tranſlated and printed in all the 
Modern Languages of Europe by Proteſtants or others: tho' 

5 thoſe Tranſlations do in the Main agree with that of her vul- 

r Latin ; yet never was ſo much Pains taken to prevent the 

Cha of any Book as is taken by the Church of Rome 

to prevent the importing of Bibles in the Languages of any of 

her Countries. No Ship which belongs to a Proteſtant Nation 

being well at Anchor in any Popiſh Port where the Inquiſi- 

tion 1s, before ſhe is viſited and ſearched narrowly for Bibles, 

and all other Proteſtant Books, by the Officers of that Court, 

A 1 and who, if they meet with any, do carry them to the Ingyi- 
ſition, where they are all burnt. | 


I do remember, that the good old Marſhal. Schomberg, the 

laſt Time he was at Liſbon, told me with Tears in his Eyes, 

That having, when he came aſhore there, left a Dutch Bible 

which had been his Grandfather's, upon the Table of his Ca- 

bin, it had been carried from the Cuſtom-Houſe to the Inqui- 

fition, and that tho he had ſent to the chief Inquiſitor, and had 

„ fpoke to him himſelf for it, he had not been able to recover it: 

| ſo that Cardinal Zimenes ſpoke the Senſe of the whole Roman 

Church, when he ſaid, The having of the Bible in the vulgar 

Languages would be the Ruin of their Religion. For mult not all 

that read that Divine Book, ſee, that there is not in it one 

Word of the Biſhop of Name. nor of adoring Images, nor of 

praying to Creatures, nor of Purgatory, nor of any other Popifþ 

Do&rines, unleſs it be to condemn them; and for which Reaſon, 

and for no other, the Reman Church, in Contradiction to the 
Primitive, denies the Holy Scriptures to be the Rule of the 
Chriſtian. Faith, but in ConjunQtion with Oral Tradition 3 and 

which, tho" it makes as — Popery as the m . | 

ing 
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being of ſuch a Nature, that none bat learned Men can look 
into it, and who are not always the moſt unprejudiced, ſhe 
reckoneth ſhe has ſufficiently ſecured her Errors and Corruptions 
from being detected, by having lodged them in ſo dark and 
uncertain a Conveyance. | 


It is true, the New Teſfament was tranſlated into Englilbß, and 
printed by the Popiſh Seminary in Reims, with Notes upon it : 
But that was done for no other End, but only to furniſh the 
Engliſh Papiſts with an Anſwer to the Proteſtants objecting to 
them, that they were not ſuffered by their Church to have 
the Scriptures in a Language which they underſtood. And as 
J did never hear of but one Edition of that Book, ſo there were 
ſo few Copies of it printed, and thoſe were bought up ſo faſt 
by Proteſtants, who are not afraid to ſee all that the Enemies 
of their Religion can obje& againſt it, that there were not 
many left for the Papiſts, and who were not ſuffered to look 
into it, without a Licenſe, and which was not eaſily procur- 
ed: And ſo much is acknowledged by its Tranſlators and Pub- 
Iiſhers, who ſay in their Preface, That the doing of it, that is, 
the tranſlating of the Nev Teſtament into Engliſh if it had not been 
among Proteflants, would not otherwiſe have been much requiſite, 
nor perhaps whelly tolerable. And let Engliſp Papiſts but go into 
Spain or. Portugal with their Reimiſb Teſtament, and ſee what 
the Inquiſition will ſay to their Book and them, notwithſtand- 
ing its Antidote of Popiſh Notes. And as the Bible is by the 
Church of Rome kept carefully out of the Hands of her 
People, ſo it is the ſame with all other Books which have 
been writ againſt that Church, her People not being ſuffered 
to look into any of them. And fo jealous is the Church of 
| Rome leſt her People, if they believed there was any Learning 
among Proteſtants, might ſuſpect, that poſũby they might have 
- ſome Grounds for their oppoſing of her, that wherever the 
Title of Learned is given to a Proteſtant by any of her Wri- 
ters, that Title, tho' it was never fo juſt, is by the Index Ex- 
purgatorius blotted out : By which Means, Papiſts who were 
never in Proteſtant Countries, do believe that Proteſtants have 
no Learning, nor Books among them, or at leaſt none of their 
own writing. And to my Knwledge, an Eng//h Envoy in a 
Pepiſh Kingdom, was asked ſeriouſly by a | A whom he 
had carried into his Study, which was well furniſhed with 
Books, Whether he had not bought all thoſe Books in that City ? 
And being told that he had not, that Judge asked very grave- 
ly, Whether there were any Books in Eneland? And though 


they that live among Proteltants cannot poſſibly be en, to 
3 | is 


A View of the Methods, &c. | 11 


this Degree, yet they do know as little of the Inſide of the 
Bible, or of any other Proteſtant Book that treats of Religion, 
as if they had lived all their Days in the Heart of Spain; 
dreading to look into any of thoſe Books for fear of incur- 


ring the Cenſures fulminated by the Roman Church againſt 


the doing of it; and could their Fears of thoſe brutal Thun- 


- derbolts be but once ſhaken off, the great Obſtacle to their 


turning Proteſtants would be removed. 


The Second Way by which the Roman Church keeps her 
Sheep within her Fold, is, by miſrepreſenting all other Reli- 
gions ſo, as to make them appear abominable. And for this 
vile Work, their not fuffering their People to look into any 
Proteſtant Books, to learn from them what that Religion is, 
furniſheth the Roman Guides with a. fair Opportunity, and 
by whom Proteſtants are ſo miſrepreſented, that they are 
not by the People in Spain, Portugal, and Ttaly, believed to 
be Chriſtians, nor to worſhip, or to have any Knowledge of 
God ; neither does their calling Proteſtants Hereticks, which 
ſqppoſes them to be Chriſtians in Profeſſion, at all mend this 

atter ; for as that is more than thoſe Peogle know, ſo they 
among them that do know it, will never rectify their falſe No- 
tion of that Name, but do let them go on, believing, that He- 
retich, 22 and Infidel are all but different Names for 
the one and the ſame Thing. And to the Praiſe of his Modeſty 
be it ſpoken, this was not, to my Knowledge, better known 
to any Body, than it was to the Man who in the late Popiſh 
Reign, firſt made the lamentabie Out- cry of Papiſts being miſ- 
repreſented in Eng/and. Neither is it one of the leaſt of the 
Inquiſition's Barbarities, that that Court, whenever it burns any 
Man or Woman for that Religion, that have the Reputation 
of having led a holy Life, does never fail to blaſt that Repu- 
tation, let it be never ſo juſt, with bold Reports of their hav- 
ing detected them, to have been Hipocrites, and in ſecret, Mon- 
ſters of Wickedneſs. Thus Doctor Azidio, Doctor Cazald, * 
and Doctor Conflantino, the Three burning and ſhining Lights 
of Spain, for Holineſs, as well as for Learning, were a mar- 
tyred in their good Names by the Inquiſition, on purpoſe to 


* Prejudice all thoſe who had long admired them for their ſin- 


gay Piety againſt their Memoirs, and againſt the Religion, 
or which they ſuffered Martyrdom. And as I have elſewhere 
obſerved this vile Courſe of miſrepreſenting, is a Sanctuary to 
which all anmerciful Perſecutors of People for their Religion, 
have conſtantly fled to ſecure themſelves againſt the Fury of 


the reſt of Mankind ; which "ws no Advantages by the In- 
| ö | 


humanities 
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humanities of burning, or rather roaſting People alive, for 
their Religion, would not otherwiſe endure them long, there 
not being Ferity enough in Man's Nature, as corrupt as it is, 
to endure to ſee thofe of their own Kind uſed ſo inhumanly, 
only for being miſtaken in their Judgments, if they are mi- 
ſtaken, about Matters which have no ill Influence on Morality 
or Government, and which-that they have not, the Sufferers 
holy Lives, if they were not miſrepreſented by their Perſecu- 
tors would demonſtrate. So all Perſecutors, that they may be 
ſuffered to go on worrying all that oppoſe them, and their In- 
tereſts, as if they were Bears and not Men, do conſtantly ſhew 
them to the People in Bears-ſkins, and as ſuch Monſters of 
Wickedneſe, that though they were of their own Religion no 
Death would be bad enough for them : And by thus miſrepre- 
ſenting all other Religions without Fear, Shame, or Wit, 
though the Papal Champions are too ſucceſsful in keeping 
their People from changing their Religion for any other, they 
are not ſo in keeping them from loſing it, for it is believed 
there are more People of no Religion in Lady than in all the 
World beſides. 


The Third Way by which the Roman Church keeps her 
Sheep within her Fold, is by puniſhing, where ſhe has Power, 
all that deny any of her Doctrines, with the moſt cruel of 
Deaths ; and that after they have ſuffered a long Train of o- 
ther unſpeakable Miſeries in an Inquiſition ; which of all the 
Priſons that were ever upon Earth, reſembles that of Hell the 
moſt : The Terrors of which mercileſs Court do cauſe all that 
are within its Reach, and which are the great Body of that 
Flock, to dread the very Thoughts of uſing any Means, which 
may poſſibly lead them to the Knowledge of any of that 
Churches Errors or Corruptions : For can any but dread the 
| having of a Knowledge, which, if it be any Ways expreſſed, 

will coſt them their Cie Liberties, and Eſtates. And as by 
theſe Terrors all that are under the Tyranny of the Inquiſition, 
are of the ſame Mind in all Matters of Religion, ſo far as 
that Court requires it: So that Unity in ſo great a Body of 
People, is no weak Charm to the Members of the Roman 
Church, which are not within the Reach of that Court ? not 
conſidering, that no Differences in Opinion, can be ſo Scanda- 
lous and Antichriſtian, as is the making uſe of ſuch inhuman 
Methods to prevent them; and that by the very ſame brutal 
Means of a well guarded Ignorance, and an extream Vio- 
lence, a yet greater Unity, in all Matters of Religion, +is 
maintained among all the Mahometans in the large 7 3 and 
; lerocco 


that have but Strength o 
ing any ſuch Doubts, cannot be very far from being what'ſhe 


* 
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Morocco Empires. For can a Society, let it be never fo cor- 
rupt, and its Corruptions be never ſo palpable, be troubled 
with any Differences, which deſtroys all immediately that are 
diſſatisfied with any Thing that is in it. And though Engl; 


Papiſts, to my Knowledge, when they do firſt ſee the Inhu- 


manities exerciſed by the Inquiſition, and the extravagant Joys 
of its Subjects upon them, are much ſcandalized ; yet they have 


not been long under the Influences of that Court, and of its 


Confeſſors, before they are perfectly reconciled to thoſe Cruel- 
ties, and do rejoice in them, no leſs than the Natives; nei- 
ther can it indeed be otherwiſe, that Inhumanity being in 

neither of them the Effect of any Savageneſs or Ferity in their 
natural Tempers, but purely the Effect of the Spirit of Popery, 
whetted to ſuch an Edge by its Confeſſors as they would have 
it to be of; and which, where they dare, they do always give 
it; ſo that if in Queen Mary's Reign there were not in En 

land the ſame extraordinary Rejoicings, as there are now in 


Spain and Portugal, at the Sight of a Proteftant being burnt, 


or rather roaſted alive for his Religion; tho' I do not know 
but there was, it was certainly owing purely to the Shortneſs 
of that burning Reign, not having allowed the Confeffors Time 
enough to ſtrip Exgliſʒ Tempers of all Humanity on ſuch Oe- 
caſions: So that if a Chriſtian Spirit be a Spirit of Mercy and 
Compaſſion, the Spirit of Popery muſt be Anti-Chriſtian ; de- 
ing the moſt inhuman, mercileſs, and unrelenting Spirit in all 
its own immediate Concerns, the Earth was ever haunted with. 


The laſt chief and moſt extenſive Way, by which the No- 
man Church keeps her Sheep within her Fold, is, That of 
having brought them under a perfed Bondage of Thought to her, 
by teaching them Magiſterially, That the having the leaft Donbt 
or Scruple in their Minds concerning the Truth of any of her 
Difates is a moſt damnable Sin. Neither is there any Doctrine 
ſo frequently, and ſo powerfully driven and rivitted into the 
Spirits of the People by their Confeſfors as this is: The Sin- 
fulneſs of all the Mortal Sins being neither fo much exa- 
gerated, nor puniſhed with ſo ſevere and long a Penance, as the 


having had any Doubts concerning the Roman Faith. . And 


that Church was not out in her Policy, when the made it 
a Maxim, That he that doubts of the Truth of any 'of her Doe- 
trines, is an Heretick, and would, if his ts could be known, 
deſerve to be puniſhed as Fe Seeing they of her Communion 
Mind enough to venture on entertain- 


an Heretick ; the Groſſbeſs of her Errors 


d Corrup- 
tions 
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tions being too palpable, to be able to eſcape the Inquiries 
ſuch Doubts do naturally lead their Subjects to. And ſo great 
and meritorious a Thing this Bondage of Thought is reckoned 
to be in her Members, that nothing is ſo common in the 
Mouths of her Debauches, as the thanking of God, that among. 
all their Faults, they were never once guilty of any Doubt con- 
cerning the Roman Faith ; and their known Innocency in that 
goes a great Way towards the keeping their Conſciences quiet 
in all their Wickednefſes. And muſt not all, who are held 
in Popery purely by this Bondage of Thought, and which is 
the Caſe of the great Body of its profeſſors, if they had been 
born of Few Parents, and had taken the ſame meritorious 
Courſe, have been of the Fei; and if of Mahometan Pa- 
rents, have been of the Mabometan; and if of Heathen Parents, 
have been of the Heathen Religion. And how acceptable a 
Faith, which is thus accidental, can be to God, they would 
do well to confider, who believing that they have had the 
great good Luck to be born in the only true Religion, and 
which is believed. in all Seas, do never inquire whether the 
Religion they were born and bred in, be the true or not: But 
now, tho* conſidering how much that highborn Spirit that is 
in Man diſdains to be in Fetters, as to its own immediate in- 
ward Actions, whatever Reſtraints may be laid on its out- 
ward, it may ſcarce ſeem poſſible to bring Man's Mind under 
an abſolute Bondage of Thought in the Matters of its chief 
Concerns. Yet ſince all Speculations, let them appear to be 
never ſo well grounded, muſt yield to Experience when they 
are contradicted by it. So being ſure, that in Fact this is the 
- Caſe of the Members of the Roman Church, the Means by 
which it is introduced and maintained, is a Thing worthy of 
any ones Inquiry. ' 


Many pious and learned Men apprehending it to be above 
the Power of natural Cauſes to bring the Mind of Man under 
ſuch a perfect Bondage of Thought, as they ſee the Papiſts are 
under, have attributed it either to Sorcery, or to a judicial 
ſpiritual Blindneſs ; and for both which, they do ſeem to have 
the Authority of the Scriptures. St John in the 18th Chapter 
of the Revelations, and the 23d Verſe, ſpeaking of Spiritual 
' Babilm, which not only Proteſtants, but many others do un- 
derſtand to be Rome Chriftian, apoſtatiſed to Idolatry, ſaid of 
her, For by thy Sorceries were all Nations deceived. And St 
Paul, in the 2d Chapter of his 2d Epiſtle to the The aloniant, 
ſpeaking of 'the ſame, under the Titles of the Man of Sin ; 


the Son of Perdition ; the Myſtery of Iniquity ; and that of >> 
| ne ; 
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One; faith of him and his Followers, That becauſe they rectiw- 
ed not the Love of the Truth that they might be ſaved, for this 
Cauſe God will ſend them flirong Delufions that they ſhould believe 
a Lye ; or Things ſo manifeſtly incredible, as they could not 
poſſibly have believed other wiſe. 


But though I will not ſay, that this may not be the Caſe of 
the Learned Men in the Romas Church, if they do really be- 
lieve all her Fables, falſe Miracles, and groundleſs Do&rines ; 
yet as to her common People, and others, who have either had 
no Opportunities of better Information, or I ave been afraid to 
uſe them, how their Minds might be brought and kept under 
ſuch an abſolute Bondage of Thought, may, I conceive, be'ac- 
counted for, without having Recourſe either to Sorceries, or to 


Judgments. 


Now ſo far as I could obſerve, whilſt I lived amongſt them, 
and I did obſerve this very Thing as narrowly as I was able, 
this great Bondage of Thought, was introduced, and is till 
maintained, by bold reports of Miracles which have been, and 
ſil] are to be daily wrought in the Roman Church : And by 
confident Stories of new divine Revelations made to ſome Nun 


or other. ; 


And whereas true Miracles ſuch as thoſe which were wrought 
by our. bleſſed Saviour and his Apoſtles, and whoſe Truth are 
ſo fully atteſted, are undeniable Evidences of the Truth of the 
Things they were wrought to confirm ; ſuch Miracles being the 
immediate Works of God, who as he cannot lye, fo neither 
can he employ his Almighty Power, by which only true Mi- 
racles can be wrought, to give credit to Lies, by working Mira- 
cles to make them paſs for Truths: So the Papiſts believing 
that their Church always has, and does ſtill work Miracles, or 
at leaſt that they are wrought in her, do ſo entirely ſubmit their 
Underſtandings to her, as to dread the Thoughts of entertaining 
the leaſt Suſpicion, that ſhe may poſſibly be miſtaken, and by 
this Belief, they have the Eyes of their Underſtandings ſhut ſo 
cloſe, that they cannot ſee any Evidences, tho' never ſo clear, 
of her Anti-Chriſtianiſm and Corruptions, which may be laid 
before them: For as were it true, that that Church does work 
Miracles, they would then be much in the right in thus ſub- 
mitting their Underſtandings to her, ſo tho' that is palpably 
falſe, yet ſince they do firmly believe it, it muſt have the ſame 
Effects on their Minds, as if it were true, and muſt make them 


Proof againſt all Arguments whatſoever. And did . 
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after the Example of the Church of Rome, think it lawful 75 
ge for God, and their Religion, they might likewiſe pretend 
to the. working of Miracles, with altogether as good, if not 
better Grounds than ſhe does : But though that Pretence would 
be the beſt Weapon they could uſe with Papiſts ; yet as no 
Proteſtant Church did ever make uſe of it, having no Doctrines 
which were not confirmed by the unqueſtionable Miracles 
wrought by our bleſſed Saviour and his Apoſtles ; ſo God for- 
bid that any of them ſhould ever have Recourſe to thoſe, or 
any other ſort of Lies to make them their Covering. For 
though Errors cannot be ſupported but by the bold and falſe 
Pretences, and the vile Arts which a black Policy ſuggeſts : 
Truth, as it ſtands in no Need of ſuch baſe Supporters, ſo if 
they be employ'd in its Service, it is but diſcredited by them, 
among all that have their Eyes open to detect them. | 


And fo ſenſible were the ſworn Champions of Popery, that | 


nothing but their Peoples being fully perſuaded of Miracles be- 
ing wrought by their Church, could poflibly keep them under 
that Bondage of Thought, without which Popery cannot long 
ſubſiſt, that they have boldly made that Church's working of 
Miracles a Mark of her being the true Church; and as it 
would indeed be ſo, if it were true; ſo its being viſibly falfe, 
makes it the Mark of her being the Braft ſpoke of in the Re- 
welation ; among whoſe Marks given by St Paul, and which 
are all to be met with in the Roman Church, this was one, 
That ſhe would deceive the World with lying Signs and Wonders. 
And accordingly that Church has for many Ages, and does 
fill, ply her People ſo with bold Reports of Miracles, that 
never were any People plied ſo with any Thing beſides : For 
ſhould I fay, that not fewer then ten thouſand Miracles are 
publiſhed by her in Print, beſides the numberleſs, whoſe Re- 
rts did not long ſurvive the Time when they were faid to 
wrought. I know I ſhould ſpeak much within Compaſs, her 
bulky Legends, and Saints Lives being little elſe but great 
Heaps of Miracles ſhovelled together. And to this Day in 
Popiſh Countries, as is well known to all that have lived in 
them, the News of Miracles being wrought in one dark Corner 
or other, does come ſo very thick upon People, that the talk- 
ing of Miracles is almoſt the whole of their Converſation, to 
the great Exerciſe of their Patience who live among them, and 
cannot believe them ; and that they may have their Minds 
early and throughly ſeaſoned with the Credulity to believe all 

Reports, written or oral, of Miracles at firſt 2 
&i Things they are told when they are Children, are 9 
C 


earing. The. 
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which were wrought by this or that Image, or by this or that 
Relict, or by this or that Saint: And as that Credulity grows 
up with them, ſo it is greater than could be believed, if it 


were not ſeen. 


It is entertaining enough to obſerve, how Bellarmine after 
he had made the Glory of Miracles the Eleventh Note of the 
Romans being the true Church; and upon the Authority of 
one Legend or other, had quoted ſome in every Age who had 
wrought Miracles, does in the eleven laſt Centuries quote but 
one ſingle Pope for having wrought any; and who ſhould that 
be, but Gregory the VIIth, the falſeſt, the moſt turbulent, 
and the moſt ſeditious Monk that ever fate in the Roman 
Chair; and before him, he quotes but two Popes, and that 
upon a Legendary Pope's Authority. And being come to 
the Age ſince the Reformation, and not finding in Europe a 
Miracle- Worker, he goes for one as far as the Eaft-Indies, 
whereupon the Credit of Letters writ from thencgy by Jeſuits, 
he tells us, That the Jeſuit Francis Xavier did Work divers 


Miracles ; and the two he inſtanceth in, were very extraordi- 


nary: The Gift of Tongues was not one of them, for he com- 
plains of his not having that Gift, The firſt was, 'That his 
Body was whole, and did caſt a fragrant Smell fifteen Months 
after he was dead, as if having died at Malaca no Spices were 
to be found there to have embalmed it. The other was, That 
a Storm at Sea did ceaſe when his Body was carried from Ma- 
laca to Goa; as if, in the Eaft-Indies, Storms did never ceaſe 
without a Miracle. D 
Neither is what he faith of the Light of Prophecy, being the 
Twelfth Note of the Romans being the true Church, leſs di- 
verting : for as he quotes but Two in the laſt Eleven Centu- 
ries for having had that Light, ſo the Perdictions which he 
mentions, are very notable Proofs of it. The firſt was the 
Monk Bernard, one of whoſe Prophecies, was, That he told 
four Men, when they thought nothing of it, nay, one of them 
was averſe to it, that they would all become Monks, and they 
all did. The other was, That he bid a Nobleman's Son, who 
had ſpoke to him to pray, that his Father might be converted 
to be a Monk, not to foe. for he would bury his Father a 
profeſſed Monk in the Abbey of Claravall; and ſo he did, 
and the devout Son, when his Father turned Monk, had his 
Eftate it is like. But Bernard had another Prophecy, though 
Bellermine takes no Notice of it, of a much more ſolemn and 
important Nature, than a thouſand of the forementioned would 
C be ; 


, 


| 


. 
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be; which was, That upon a Viſion, as he pretended, he did 


promiſe the People of France, if they would go in a Cruza- 
do to the Holy Land, extraordinary good Succeſs, and a com- 
pleat Victory over the Saracens : Many thouſands went thither 
upon that Prophecy, but who, without having had any good 
Succeſs, were all either ſlain, or famiſhed in that Expedition. 
The Second quoted by him for the Light of Prophecy, is Fran- 
cis, the Founder of the Franciſcan Order ; and Eis Pro hecy 
was, That he told the Chriſtian Captains, that if they fought 
on that Day with the Saracenes, they would be beat by them, 
and fo they were ſoundly, for having deſpiſed his Words; as 
if none but a Prophet had before. a Battle told truly which 
Side would be beat. Certainly Bellermine himſelf could not 
but ſmile when he produced two ſuch Prophecies, and no 
more, as ſufficient Proofs of 'the Light of Prophecies being in 
the Roman Church ; and in which one would think that Light 
has been for ſome Ages quite extinguiſhed, ſeeing fince Fryar 
Francis's Time, and who has been dead near five hundred 
Years, not de is ſaid by Hellermene to have had that Light. 


But how vain and groundleſs ſoever all the Reports are of 
the Glory of Miracles, and the Light of Prophecy being in 
the Roman Church, yet until ſuch Time that her People can 
be brought at leaſt to ſuſpect, that all thoſe Miracles and Pro- 
phecies may be Lies and Fables, either ſuperſtitiouſſy or cun- 
ningly deviſed, it is ſcarce poſſible to convince them of the 
Falſhood of their Religion; but when that is once done, their 
Converſion will afterwards be found to be no difficult Work. 
And here I cannot but take Notice of the crafty Way taken 
by the Church of "Rome to pervert Proteſtants, which is, when 
they find that Arguments will not do, they then deſire them 
not to be ſo confident of their Religion's being true, as not to 
faſt and pray to God to diſcbver to them whether it is or not; 
and having brought them once to doubt of the Truth of their 
Religion, as far as this comes to, if they have them cloſe in a 
Monaſtry, they do either by a Voice, or a Viſion in the Night, 

after they have ſpent ſome Time in Faſts and Prayers, let them 
Know, that the Popiſh is the only true Religion. And by this 
Way, an Engh/s Jeſuit told me, very devoutly, he had been 

converted in France, when he was there, by an Exch nge, for 
to have learned the Language; and that after a long Faſt; and 
many Repetitions of that Prayer, the Virgin Mary appeared. 
to him when he was in Bed, and told him, There was no 
Salvation out of the Church of Rome. And thus Popery does 
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its whole Work, by falſe Reports of Miracles, and by coun- 
terfeiting of them. 


Now, that all the Miracles which are reported to have been 
wrought by, or in the Roman Church, are either mere Impo- 
ſtures, or ſuperſtious Fancies, may be demonſtrated by the fol - 


lowing clear Evidences. 


N By che Perſons and Places, by whom, and where they 
are faid,to be wrought. 


Secondly, By many of them, and which are as well atteſted 
as any of the reſt, being of no Manner of Uſe, and many of 
them.impious, and many of them rediculous and undecent, and 
many of them Encouragements to Vice z of all which I ſhall 


give ſome Inſtances. 


Thirdly, By confident Reports of Miracles, when they are 
ſaid to be wrought in Confirmation of any Points which are 
diſputed among themſelves, being deſpiſed by thoſe they are 
levelled againſt, as Things not worthy of the leaſt Notice of 


Lafth, By the Confeſſions of ſome learned Papiſts forced by 
Shame for to make them. N 


Fir, This Power of working Miracles, to which the Church 
of Rome pretends, not being lodged in any certain Perſon, nor 
Body of Men, but left looſe and itinerant, is a ſhrewd Pre- 
fumption of that Power's not being in her at all ; for though 
it is a great Raſhneſs to ſay, That Miracles ought to be wrought, 
where we judge the working of them would do much Good ; 
it is not ſo, to affirm that if the Power of working Miracles 
were given to any Society, on Purpoſe to prove it to be Gods 
peculiar, that that Power would certainly be lodged where it 
would beſt anſwer the End for which it was given; and ſo 
would be in the chief Governor of that Society, if it has but 
one, or in its Government, if it has more : And what makes 
this to hold the ſtronger as to the Church of Rome, is that her 
chief Governor, or Government, which are the Ora 
Council, do pretend to have the miraculous Gift of Infallibi- 
lity beſtowed upon them; and why thoſe two miraculous Gifts, 
if they be in the Church of Rome, ſhould not be lodged toge- 
ther, no good Reaſon can be given. Since it is undeniable, that 
if they were lodged ſo, * would anſwer the End for _ 

| j ey 
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they were ſaid to have been given, infinitely better than they 


do apart. For beſides that this miraculous Power would then 
demonſtrate the true Seat of that Church's Infallibility, about 
which her Members are now ſo much divided; and would have 
prevented the many long and dangerous Schiſms, which have 
been in the Papacy, it would have done that Church a thou- 
ſand other good Offices which ſhe has not received from it, as 
it is ſaid to have lain lurking in her for many Ages. For tho” 
within theſe thouſand Years, many thouſands ot. Miracles are 
reported to have been wrought in the Roman Church, not ſo 
much as one is ſaid to have been wrought by any of her Popes, 
or by any of. her Councils, Gregory the VIIth always excepted, 
for having been the very laſt Pope that one would have gueſ- 
ſed to have wrought any : So that. if that miraculous Power 
be in her, and was given her for a Mark of her being the only 
true Church, it is a Mark fo obſcure, and which larks in her 
ſo, that whatever others may do, none that have their Eyes 
open can ſee it; and which all muſt have done, had it been 


' ſtamped either on the Pope, or upon a Council. ; 5 


But tho' this miraculous Mark is not to be ſeen on any cer- 
tain Part of the Roman Church, and never on thoſe Parts 
where it would be the moſt uſeful, and would do the maſt good, 
both to herſelf, and the reſt of the World : Yet that Church 
has a Mark ſet on her by St Paul, and by St John, expreſly on 
a certain Part of her Body, that is, on her Fore-head ; and which 
Mark may be plainly ſeen by all that will learn from thoſe 
two Apoſtles what it is. | | | 


+ Secondly, The Miſnonaries which are ſent by the Roman 
Church to convert [nfidels and Hereticks to her, not having 
the Power of working Miracles, is more than a Preſumption 
of no ſuch Power's being in that Church; for conſidering that 
St Paul has declared, Ihat Signs and Miracles. ate wrought 
for the Sake of thoſe who do not believe, that they may be 
brought to the Faith by their Teſtimony ; and not tor Belie- 
vers, who ſtand in no Need of them: Muſt not. according to 
this Doctrine of St Paul's, to the Power of working Miracles, 
if it be any where in a Church, be chiefly, if not only, in 
thoſe who are employed by her to convert Infidels or Heri- 
ticks to her Faith ? But with the numberleſs Miracles which are 
ſaid to be wrought in the Roman Church, it is quite otherwiſe, 
none of which are ever wrought before Infidels or Hereticks 
to convert them; but they are one, and all ſaid to be wrought 
in Hugger-mugger among her own believing Members; — 

3 the 
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the more entirely any People do believe in that Ch urch, the 
more Miracles are till reported to be wrought among them; 
and which Miracles are of no Benefit to them, unleſs their 
being kept by them under an abſolute Bondage of Thought is 
reckoned a Benefit ;. it is true their Churches are full of Tables 
of Vows which have been made by People to one Saint or 
another, for I never ſaw one hung up for the Honour of God 
or Chriſt, when they were very ſick or in Danger of being 
ſhipwreck'd, or in any other great Peril; and who having re- 
covered .and been delivered, after .they had made that Vow, 
are reckoned to have been delivered miraculouſly by the Saint 
to whom they made it: But tho' theſe Events, if they were mi- 
raculous, could not be denied to be beneficial, yet it will be 
ſoon enough for the Roman Church to prove that Miracles are 
wrought in her from thoſe Events ; when no Infidels or Here- 
ticks that are dangerouſly.ſick do ever recover; or when in 
any Peril of being ſhipwreck'd that they are conſtantly caſt 
away. Which is ſo far from being true, that I am apt to be- 
lieve, that were there a true and full Account of all theſe 
latter dangerous Events, the Exgliſ and Dutch being better 
Seamen, would be found to eſcape ſuch Dangers much often- 
er than the Span/{ or Portuguezes, And that other Nations, 
which are not Popiſh, nor ſo good Sailors as they, do ſometimes 
eſcape out of- great Perils, | 


And though no Doubt is to be made of as many, if not 
more, Miracles being reported to be wrought in the Eaft and 
Wet- Indies among the Spaniards and Portuguezes that live there, 
than are reported to be wrought in Spain and Portugal, yet 
that they have no Miracles to ſpare to convert the poor un- 
believing Indians to their Faith, is acknowledged by Jeſepb 
Acoſta, a Spanih Jeſuit, who was early, and long a Miſſionary 
in the Wet-Indies z whoſe Words in the Eighth Chapter of 
his Second Book, De procuranda Indorum ſalute, which was 
printed at Salamanca in the Year 1589, I ſhall here ſet down. 


Altra cauſa in nobis eft, cur Apoſtolica predicatio inflitui om- 
nino Apoſtolice non poſſit, quod Miraculorum nulla facultas fit, &c. 
at noſtri nunc temporis cum talium operum majeſtate ſeſt Barbaris 
admirandos, & timendos non præbeant, nibil reſtat, niſi ut re- 
ligua vitæ inopia, & impotentia, penitus contemnatur. And ſoon 
after in the ſame Chapter that Jeſuit adds, His accedit, quod 
perſpecta neſtorum hominum awvaritia, & ferocia ita he Nationes 
perculſe ſunt, ut ſibi conſulendum putant, noſtris ubicunque con- 
ceditur, fine ulla diſcrimine interemptis. Non ſolum ergo Signo- 


rum 
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rum vis neſtrit tempuribus deeſt, verum fro tis etium ſcelera ubi- 
ue fervent, That is, Anbther Cauſe, why with us the Apoſto- 
lien Preaching eaundt be at all Apoftdlically diſcharged, is, be- 
eauſe there is no Power of working Miracles. And ours, at this 


Time, not rendering themſelves admirable and formidable to the 


Barbarians Gy the Majefty of fuch Works, nothing can hitider the 
vemuining Poverty of thiir Lives and their Weakneſs, to be 
Th-oughly contehmed. To theſe it may be adde, That beholdi 


the Covetouſneſs un Cruelty of our Men, thoſe Nations are act 


evith it fo, thit thiy do reckon they have conſulted well for 
Yhem/alves, whin, where thiy dare do it, they have killed them 
wo hout Diſtindtion. Neither is the Power of working Miracles 


every where. So far Hoſts, 
And. what was it but the want of this miraculous Power a- 


Apoftle of the [hifres, to ſay, That Miſfonaries without Muskets, 
and never vn Cn vbrti th dny Ptrpoſe. "IN... 


And yet, notwithſtanding this acknowledged great Want of 


the Apoſtolical Gift of working Miracles, the Jeſvics have 


Managed that Matter ſo in Spin and Portagal, that on the 
Account of their Indian Miſſions, they have got themſelves in 
thoſe two Kingdoms, to be called oftner, and to be better 
known By the Name of Os Aþo/o/or, or the Apoſtles, than by 
that of Jeſuits, tho that is a Name of Arrogance enough. 
And hdw kere I would aſk; Whether a Church that has no 
Power te work Miracles on the great abd proper Occaſidns of 
c6tivettitig Infidels, can be believed to have any Miracles 
wrought ih Ber. 5 


And is it not the ſame with the Remus Miſſionaries who are 
employed to convert Proteſtants; among whom I did never hear 
of their having wrought one fingle Miracle, nor of their having 
ever given it out that they would work one; publickly to 
convert them, and can one think otherwiſe of the Church of 
Rome s not having wrought any Miracles here in England, in 
the late Popiſh Reign, to have promoted the Converſion of the 
whole Kingdom, but that ſhe had no Power to work any, and 
that being confeious to herſelf that ſhe had not, ſhe durſt not 
pretend that ſhe would, knowing very well, that thereby ſhe 
would have expoſed herſelf to the Scorn and Contempt of Pro- 
teſtants, whom fhe knows not to be ſo credulous as her own 
People. | 

x Now 


due ewvantitg in our Times, but infleadl of that, Crimes do reign 


mong Infidels, that made the Jeſuit Xavier, who is ited the 
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Now Miracles never being wrought by the Church of Nome, 
where they are of any confiderable Benefit, either to herſelf, 

or to the reſt-of the World is a Demonſtration to all that know, 
what Sort of Works Miracles are, that ſhe. has no Poper to 
work them; and that all the Miracles which are reported to 
be wrought in her, are either mere Fictions, or, ſuperſtitious 
Deluſions. And this will yet further appear by giving Inſtan- 
ces of ſeveral of the Miracles which are ſaid to be. wrought. 
in the Reman Church, and which are as well atteſted as. any 
that are reported to have been wrought in her, many of which 
are altogether uſeleſs, others are impious, others. are ludicrous, 
— others have an ill Influence on Religion, and a good: 
ife. | 


Under the Head of Uſeleſs, as to any religious Parpoſe, the. 
greater Part of that Church's pretended Miratles might be. 
brought. So St Patrick, is ſaid to have heated an Oven with 

Snow, when there was no want of better Fuel in Telud; and 
to have turned a Pound of Honey into a Pound of Butter to 
humour, his Nurſe, who loved Butter better than Honey, tho?- - 
a a Pound of Butter was then to have been had there for a Far- 
f thing. So St Francis, when he preached in the Fields, brought 
; all the Beaſts in the Foreſt to be his Auditors. And St 4 
| thony, when he preached near a River, brought all the Fiſh 
above Water to hear him; and neither the Land nor the Wa- 
ter Congregation would depart, before their Preacher had diſ- 
miſſed them with a Bleſſing. Several of their Friars have. 
hung their wet Habits a drying on. the Sun-beams, when they 
wanted not Hedges to have laid them on. And many more 
have paſſed the Seas upon their Frocks, and upon ſingle Stones, 
when they might have had Ships and Boats; and many a 
Stone has been made cette hard, and do continue ſo 
ſtill for having hot Friars Feet. But ſuch uſeleſs Miracles as theſe 
are numberleſs in the Roman Legends: T.paſs-therefore to. 
| others, which are impious, and -which are pretty common too z 
for of that Nature, I reckon thoſe to be, of Chriſt's having 
married Nuns, and played at Cards with them ; and of his 
having taken them up upon his Croſs, and of the Nuns having 
lived upon the Milk of the bleſſed Virgin, and of ſome . Orders 
being ſo dear to our bleſſed Lady, that in Heazen ſhe lodges 
them under her Robes ; and ſince they who are Strangers to 
the Books of the Roman Church, may think that it is not poſ- 
ſible for any Chriſtians to be ſo impious as to report ſuck Sto- 
ries ; for their Conviction, I ſhall ſet down the Stories of ſuch 
Miracles iu their owa Words, and that not out of blind Wri- 
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: 
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ters, who lived before the Reformation, but out of Authors 
Who have writ fince, and whoſe Books are approved, and li- 
cenſed by the Inquiſition, and by the Provincials of Orders, 
and by many others. 


| Waadingus, a late learned Franciſcan, in his Annals on his 
own Order on the Year 1514, ſaith, that Santa Clara did 
confeſs, that by a fingle Prerogative of Chriſt's Love for her, 
Chriſt did firſt betroth, himſelf to her, and afterwards marry 
her; and that from that Time ſhe ſucked the Bleſſed Virgin, 
tho” ſhe did look plump, ſhe did eat but ſeldom, and but very 
little; and that having once ſeen Chriſt upon the Croſs he 
did take her up to him, and that having hung there for ſome 
Time, ſhe had vehement Pains in her Hands, and in the Soles 
of her Feet, and in her _ and wih continued after ſhe 
returned Home. 


And on the Year 1534, Waddingus having forgot, that 
twenty Years before he had called Chriſt's having married Santa 
Clara a ſingular Prerogative of his Love to her, on this Year, 
he ſaith, that Chriſt did before the Bleſſed Virgin, and a Mul- 
titude of Angels, take Joanna a Santa ne for his Wife, 
wedding her with his own Ring. 


And that none may think the Roman Church is now grown 
aſhamed' of theſe ſtupendous Impieties, I ſhall here ſet down 
two Stories of the ſame Stamp, in the Words they are related, 
in-the Life of Santa Roſa, who was born long after the Re- 
formation, and which Life was printed in Spain, within theſe 

thirty Years, and approved of, and licenſed TOR the Inquiſition, 
and many more Eccleſiaſticks. 


In the Eleventh Chapter of that Life, it is ſaid ; Oh I the | 
Miracle which now follows, is a moſt clear Teſtimony of the 


Love of the Divine Spouſe, in having taken Santa Roſa to be 
his Wife. 


After this holy Virgin had cloathed herſelf with the Habit 
of the Third Order of her Father St Dominick, a certain Man 
appeared to her, as ſhe was aſleep one Night, with ſo charming 
and beautiful a Geſture, that Santa Roſa was perſuaded he was 
either one of the Saints, which are clad with * Lights and 
Splendors of Glory, or was her own divine Spouſe ; who is 
beautiful and reſplendent beyond all the Sons of Men. The 
oy Thing that ſtuck with her, was, That by his Cloaths he 


2ppeared 
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appeared to be a Maſon, or one who worked on Stone and 
Marble for the building of Houſes ; but in truth it was the 
divine Spouſe 3 and who by his Countenance and Geſture did 
diſcover the Love and Chearfulneſs wherewith he came to 
ſeek out his Bride, to be married to her. Roſa, who had 
never in her Life before ſo much as dream'd of Marrying, did 
on this Occaſion begin to entertain Thoughts of it; and not 
only ſo, but did judge, that it would be the greateſt Happineſs 
that could befal her, to have the young Man, who appeared 
to her for her Spouſe ; which was undoubtedly a Sympathy in 
her, and a hidden Effect of the divine Grace, moving and 

touching Ro/a to love the Secrets which ſhe did not underſtand, 
ſo as to accept of the Contract of Marriage which was propoſ- 

ed to her; and accordingly they having betrothed their Word 
and Faith one to ancther, the Bridegroom departed, ſaying, 
He had a Tourney ta take, which could not be deferred. But 
this refined Lover, not being content with having ſhewed 
himſelf to be Ro/a's Huſband in a Diſguiſe, and in a Dream, 
in the Figure and Habit of a Maſon, he threw off his Diſguile, 
and came to her when ſhe was awake, deſiring he might have 
her for his Wife: and that Ro/a might be certain in the My- 
ſtery and Signification of ſo many Signs of Joy, the little Feſus 
ſpoke theſe amorous Words to her, Roja of my Heart, give 
yourſelf to me, to be my Spouſe ; and ſhe having humbly accept- 
ed of ſo ſovereign and prodigious a Favour, made Anſwer in 
the humble Words of the moſt pure Virgin, O the good Feſus, 
here is the Servant of the Lord, here is thy Servant and Slave, 
O King of Eternal Majefly ! I am thine, and do own myje!f to 
be thine, and will be thine always. Here the holy Virgin did 
interpoſe, as ſhe did at the Marriage at Cana in Galilee ; and 
with more Action, and better Reaſon, ſhe having been the ſole 
Mother, and Matchmaker of this Wedding, which had been 
wholly contrived and ordered by her ; it having been at her 
Requeſt that her only Son did take Roſa for his Wife ; and 
who at laſt ſaid theſe Words to the Bride, See Roſa, the great 


' Favour my Son has done you. 


The next miraculous Story is, in the Fifteenth Chapter of 
that Saint's Life, which is, That Reſa being very ill of a ſore 
Throat, the Lord, whoſe Throat is moſt ſweet, as it is faid of 
him in the Fifth of the Canticles, appeared to her all over 
amiable ; and having, to divert her Pain, invited her to play 

with him, Ro/a was content, having firſt bargained, that the 
-Winnings ſhould be whatever the Winner pleaſed. The Cards 
were play d, and Reſa having * the firſt Game, demanded her 


Winnings 
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Winnings preſently; and remembering, perhaps, thoſe Words of 
the Spouſe in the Canticles, His Fruit is faveet to my Throat, 
ſhe required that the Pain of her Throat might be mitigated, 
and it was fo preſently. But the Divine Companion and 
Gameſter, as if he could not with Patience bear his having 
loſt, did inſiſt on playing another Game, and which having 
been yielded to, he won it; and that the Reward of his Victory 
might be- the increafing of Ro/a's Patience, the Pain of her 
'Fhroat increaſed ſo of a ſudden, that ſhe paſſed the whole 
Night without any Sleep. And perceiving that Maria Olivera 
was much concerned at her being worſe, to comfort her, Roſa 
diſcovered the whole Secret to her, ſaying, Her Pain vas no 
Matter of Care, having been only a Game or Paſtime with the 


Spouſe. 


T ſhall add but one Story more of this Sort, and which is 
told by no leſs a Perſon than the learned Cardinal Bona. The 
Story is, That a Monk of his own Order, which was the Be- 
nedictine, having been carried up into Heaven, did there ſee the 
bleſſed Virgin fitting upon a Throne, with innumerable Multitudes 
of Monks and Fryars, of all other Orders but his own about 
her. The good Benedi#ine was ſo confounded at this Sight, 
that he was ready to have ſunk down ; which having been ob- 
ſerved by the bleſſed Virgin, ſhe,called him to her, and bd him 
be of good Courage, for the Benedictines were /o dear to her, that 
they were always the neareſt to her. And having thrown aſide 
her Robes, he ſaw a numberleis Company of Bezedictines, which 
he could not ſee before. This impious and indecent Stuff, 
which is enough to make a Proteffant fick to relate it, is not 
only believed in the Reman Church, but a Cliim is put into 
this Story by ſeveral other Orders; tho' Bona faith unjuſty, and 
js it not the ſame with the Wonnds of our bleſfed Lord, which 
are ſaid to have been printed by him on the ſame Parts of St 
Frantis's Body ; and the Truth is the great Emulations which 
have been long betwixt the ſeveral Qrders of Monks, Friars and 
Nuns in the Roman Church, have above all Things elſe, filled 
their Legends with ſuch impious miraculous Stories ; every Or- 
der, having ſtrove and wracked their Invention to devife ſo mi- 
raculous Favers done to their own, and to no other Order; 
and by which fierce Emulations they have been fo far tranſ- 
ported, and eſpecially in the Familiarities which are ſaid by them 
to have paſſed betwixt our bleſſed Lord and ſome of their Nuns, 
and betwixt our bleſſed Lady and ſome of their Monks and Fri- 
ars, that if the Deviſors of thoſe vile Reports, be not looked 
on as ſhameleſs Liars, the Honour of Chriſtianity muſt _ by 
& ; em 
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them extreamly. And at this Weapon the Francs/cans, to give 
them their Due, have out-done the Dominicans; and all others, 
having had the good Luck firſt to think of that our Lord's 
Wounds, and of that of bis marrying Nuns -; and tho' the Domi- 
nicans, knowing how much the Franciſcan Order did value itſelf 
upon thoſe Privileges, - have ſince been at great Pains to have had 
them for their. Order too; they have miſcarried foully, thro?! 
the Vigilance of the Franciſcan, in two Attempts to have had 
the pretended Wounds ; and tho' Katherine of Sienna, a Do- 

minican Nun, and Mary of Paxxi, a Carmelite, who has not 
been canonized thirty Years, are both ſaid to have had thoſe 
Wounds ; yet their having never been ſeen by any Body upon 
them does not a little lefien the Credit of thoſe Reports, not - 

withſtanding it is ſaid, that the Reaſon why they were never 
ſeen upon the latter, was, that when ſhe received them, ſhe 
prayed they might never be beheld with, any human Eye ; and 
her Prayer was heard, for they were never ſeen upon her by any 
Mortal: And tho' the Miracles which are reported to have 
been wrought by this new Saint, as to the Evidences of their 
Truth, have no Advantage of the old ones; yet being of 
fome Uſe, they are more artfully framed ; ſuch were her 
having in her Life-time, turned a Veſſel of ſower Wine in- 
to a Veſſel of excellent good Wine, and which did work Mi- 
racles ; and her Image, after her Death, having been ſet on 
an Oil-Tub, did ſapply all the Nuns of her Convent with 
ſpecial Oil for above three Months; and her having turned 
her Head to the other Side, when a licentious young Man 
came to touch her dead Body, as was atteſted by a Jeſuit, ' 
who would never have lent a Dominican Nun ſuch a Teſtimo- 
ny, no nor a Carmelite neither, if his own Order bad had 


any Nuns belonging to it. 


Many Miracles are ſaid to have been wrought in the Roman 
Church, which are not only uſeleſs, but are alſo ludicrous. So 
Dominick, having been diſturbed one Day in his Study by the 

Devil's ſkipping about 6n the Leaves of his Book in the ſhape 
of a Flea, to puniſh him for his Saucineſs, Deminick kept 
him in that Shape a conſiderable Time ; and having fixed him, 
made uſe of him for a Mark to know where he had left off 
reading : But- the 'Devil, after he was releaſed from that Poſt, 
having diſturbed Dominick more, as he was reading by Candle- 
Light, by grinning, and making Grimaces at him, in the Shape 
of a Monkey, to ſpoil his apiſh Tricks, Dominick made him 
hold his Candle till his Claws were burnt to the Bone. 
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St Francis was a Mediator of Pcace between a Village ia 
Tah, and a Wolf which deſtroyed their Cattle; and having 
firſt brought the Village to promiſe to ſupply the Wolf daily, 
as was reaſonable, with ſufficient Suſtenance, he went forth 
to the Wolf, and acquainted him with the Articles he had pro- 
cured for him ; and having gained much upon the wolf by 

aving called him Brother, he accepted of the Terms, and did 
with his Paws ſolemnly ſtipulate never to touch their Cattle 
any more; neither did he; St Francis being the Guarantee 
of. the Peace. 


St Vincent's Body after his Martyrdom, having, at the Cape 
which bears his Name, been put aboard a Ship which had no 
Mariners in her, the Ship was ſteered from that Cape to Liſbon 
by a Raven; and to this Day there are in that City ſeveral 
Rawens, which are deſcended from that Pilot, to be living Wit- 
neſſes of that Miracle, tho' none of them are Pilots. | 


A certain Carthuffan being dangerouſly ſick, his Phiſicians 
impoſed upon him, and for Water-gruel gave him Hen-broth ; 
but before the firſt Spoonful of Broth was within his Lips, the 
whole Hen, that had been boiled in it, Feathers and all, flew 
out of the Poringer. I 


. St Fames the Apoſtle,” in moſt of the Battles the Spaniards 
had with the Moors, is ſaid to have appeared armed Cap apee 
upon a ſtately White Horſe, at the Head of the Spaniſb Armies, 
and to have mowed the Infidels down by Troops. And ſo firm- 
ly was this Miracle believed in Spain, that in Gratitude to that 
Apoſtolical General, the richeſt Order in that Kingdom was 
erected to preſerve the Memory of his Martial Feats. On 
which, nevertheleſs Mariana, tho' both a Jeſuit and a Spa- 
niard, could not forbear making the following ſcurvy Reflec- 
tion: Who can aſcertain the Truth of this, that is, of St 
Femes's fighting ſo, but the Joy of ſuch Viftories does commonly 
give occafion to all Sorts of Miracles being looked on as in- 
dubitable. | | 


Many Miracles which are ſaid to have been wrought in the 
Church of Rome, have naturally a very ill Influence on Reli- 
gion and a. good Life. 1 


So in the Fourth and Fifth Lections of the Office of the In- 
maculate Conception, approved by Pope Sixtus the Fourth, . the 


following Miracle is ſolemnly related. ; 
= | . Lal 
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A certain French Prieſt, who did canſtantly fing the No&ur- 
ral Hours of the bleſſed Virgin with great Devotion, having 
one Night been too familiar with another Man's Wife, he did, 
after his Luſt was ſatisfied, about Midnight make Haſte to re- 
turn Home; but having a great River to paſs, after he was in 
the Boat, he began to ſing our Lady's Hours, and when he was 
in the Middle of the River, being come to the Invitatory Aue 
Mary, &c. a great Company of Devils came about him; and 
having ſunk both him and his Boat, down to the Bottom, ac- 
cording to his Deſerts, they carried his Soul away with them : 
But on the third Day after, the bleſſed Virgin with an innume- 
rable Company of Saints all clad with Light, came to the Place 
where the evil Spirits were tormenting him ; the bleſſed Virgin 
having fallen upon the Devils with hard Words, asked them, 
How they durſt torment the Soul of one that ſerved her ? The 
Devils anſwered, Ve have a Right to his Soul, for we found 
him employed in our Works : To this the bleſſed Virgin reply'd, 
If his Soul belongs to thoſe, whoſe Works he was performing, 
it muſt be mine, for he was finging my Mattins when ye 
bim; ye have been therefore guilty of a great Crime, and have 
done me à great Injuſtice. At theſe Words, the Devils having 
fled ſome one Way, and ſome another, the bleſſed Virgin car- 
ried the Prielt's Soul back to his Body; and having raiſed him 
from two Deaths, and the Bottom of the Sea, ſhe carried him 
back ſafe to his Port. This Miracle, as it could not but be- 
get a wonderful Devotion in all that believed it, for the Office of 
the Immaculate Conception, and which was indeed the End for 
which it was deviſed, ſo it could not but at the ſame Time much 
weaken their Belief of the Neceſũty of Repentance, ſeeing the 
Want of that Duty might be abundantly ſupply'd by that Of- 
fice, being the laſt Exerciſe of one's Life. 


A ſober Gentleman had his Leg broke one Night; as he was 
riding home, for having refuſed to pledge the Health of St U/- 
darick's Charity; neither could he be well of that Sore, before 
he was carried to that Saint's Shrine, and had made a ſolemn 
Vow to him, never to refuſe to drink his Charity any more. Was 
not this Story a great Encouragement to hard Drinking, which 
St Uldarick's Charity is, in a Nation where Miracles need not 
be wrought to promote it ? 


A certain Extortioner, who had got a great Eſtate by unjuſt 
Gain, and who had not one good Quality in him, beſides that 
of being much devoted to our Lady, and to her Roſary ; having 
after his Death had his Good and Evil Works put into Law 

. es 
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Scales by St Michael, his Good Works were weighed down ſo by 
his Evil, that he had periſhed immediately, if the bleſſed Virgin 
had not in time thrown a 42awy Roſary into the Scale his Good 
Works were in z with which that Scale weighed down the other. 
This Miracle was deviſed to recommend the uſe of the Roſary, + 
and which it could not but do, where, upon its Authority, the 
Rojary was believed to have the Weight of many good Works 
in it, and ſo ſaving a Vertue. And St Tzgullus being ſaid to 
have killed the Devil, muſt have an ill Influence on Religion 
with all that believe it. 


| " 
j Now if the Miracles I have here inſtanced in, be either too 
uỹſeleſs, or too impious, or too ludicrous, or too ungodly to be 
| believed, as one would think they ſhould by all that dare exa- 
mine them, it is the very ſame with all the other Miracles 
| that are ſaid to be wrought in the Roman Church; which will 
all come under one of theſe Characters; neither are any of 
them better atteſted than theſe are, that of the famous 7rinerant 
| Chapel of Loretio not excepted ; no nor thoſe of ſome Saints 
after they were beheaded, having taken their Heads up in their 
As to the conſtant and landing Miracles which are confidently 
affirmed to be in the Roman Church, were there nothing elſe 
to diſcredit all their Reports of daily Tranſient Miracles, thoſe 
pretended ſtanding Miracles would alone be ſufficient to do it. 
Bauch are that of St Jobr Buptif, and of other Saints natural 
Heads, being whole and intire in divers Churches, and in which 
every one of them is ſaid to have wrought Miracles to demon- 
ſtrate its being the true Head. And that of the boiling up of 
our bleſſed Lord's Blood every Good Friday at Marſeilles, in 
| the Bottle in which it was brought to that City by Mary 
Magdalen. And that of the Image of St Geonoveve being car- 
b ried out in 'a Proceſſion, helping Paris and the Country about 
it to rain, when it was much wanted ; with twenty more ſuch 
pretended ſtanding Miracles ; the managery of which Rarities, 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


Hands, and run a conſiderable Way with them. 

by thoſe which have the ſhewing of them, is ſo manifeſt, that 

F am told, that there is not a Cnfible diſintereſted Roman Ca- 
tholick in France or Hab, whoſe Breaſt is not filled with In- 
dignation to ſee the World fo groſly impoſed on by Crews of de- 
ceitful and ſelf-intereſted Men. Neither can the ill Conſequen- 
ces which fuch pious Frauds have on the Minds of thoſe that 
| know them to be ſuch, and know nothing of any Religion 
| beſides Popery, be ſufficiently lamented. 


But 
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But io long as thoſe Frauds are to the great Profit of thoſe 

that have the Managery of them, believed by the Generality, and 

they that don't believe them dare not openly ſay a Word againſt 

them; let what will be ſecretly the Conſequence of their being 
continu'd, they will be kept up and maintained in defiance of 

all Evidences of their being Frauds. | | 


A yet farther Evidence that the Miracles which are ſaid to 
be wrought in the Roman Church ought not to be believed is, 
That when Miracles are pretended to be wrought with never 
ſo great Confidence, to determine where the Truth lies, in 
Controverſies among themſelves ; thoſe bold Pretences are not 
only diſregarded by the Side they are levelled againſt, but they 
are treated with the laſt Scorn and Contempt. 


So in the long Controverſy which has been betwixt the Do- 
minicans and Franciſcans, concerning the Immaculate Conception, 
tho' Hundreds of Miracles are ſaid to have been wrought to 
confirm the Truth of that Doctrine, the Dominicans, by whom 
it is deny'd, do nevertheleſs ſtill ſtand their Ground; neither 
are they more ſhaken in that their Oppoſition, by thoſe loud 
Reports of Miracles, than they would be if they were told by 
old Women, as wrought by the Queen of Fairies. It is true, 
in the early Days of this Controverſy, the Dominicans gave out 
too, that they had Miracles wrought on their Side, hoping by 
that Means to have kept the Franciſcan Doctrine from having 
been ſpread by ſuch Reports. But the Frarciſcans having now 
got all the other Popiih Orders, and all the Univerſities, and 
all the Princes, and almoſt all the People too 'on their Side ; 
the Dominicans are afraid to make uſe of that Weapon againſt 
ſuch great Numbers; and ſo do complain of it as no lawful 


Weapon. 


So in the Concluſion of @ Supplication made not many Years 
ago by the Domrnicans, it is ſaid, Nec nos ad Apocriphas Apoſto- 
lorum definitiones, ad confitas Revelationes, ad ſomniata Mira- 
cula, ad Bullas adulteratas, recurrimuss We have no Recourſe 
to Apocriphal Apoſtolical Definitions, nor to feigned Revelations, 
nor to Dreams of Miracles, nor to ſpurious Bulls. Plainly inti- 
mating, That their Adverſaries, in this Controverſy, had made 
uſe of all thoſe vile Arts; as in truth they had, and do ſtill, 


as much as ever. 


Too give here a ſhort Character of that Controverſy ; that 
Side which pretends ſo many Miracles have been wrought for 


It, 
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it, has a Cauſe the leaſt capable of being honeſtly defended, 
of any that I ever knew in my whole Life ; and which is there- 
fore ſupported by the Strength of Numbers, and by ſhameleſs 
Pretences to Miracles, to ſupply the Want of other Evidences. 
And ſhould any be willing to know what it 'is that makes the 
Dominicans ſtand out thus againſt that pious Opinion, as it is 
called, in contradiftion to the whole Roman Church almoſt ? 
He may be truly told, That it is neither for that Doctrines 
being new, nor for its being falſe ; but the true Reaſon of it is, 
that Doctrine was firſt deviſed by Scotus, who was a Franciſcan 
Friar ; and in Contrad iction to Thomas Aquinas, the great Ora- 
cle and Idol of the Dominican Order. And as it was the Ho- 
nour of their Order that did firſt engage the Dominicans in that 
Oppoſition, ſo it is the ſame that ſtill holds them in it, though 
they are come to. be great Sufferers by it, and which was not 
foreſeen before they were gone too far in that Controverſy, to 
retreat with Honour. For beſides that they have loſt the 
Hearts of the People, who in moſt Places are wonderfully de- 
voted to that new Doctrine; they have loſt alſo all the Divinity 
Chairs in the Univerſities, and are rendred by it uncapable of 
taking Degrees in any of them, there being no Popiſh Univer- 
ſity at this Time, which does not require a Subſcription to the 
Truth of the Immaculate Conception, from all, on whom tity 
confer Degrees. But to return. 


In that Schiſm in the Papacy, which laſted forty Years, 
/though none of the Popes did pretend to prove their Title to 
the Chair of Rome by the working of Miracles; yet under 
their ſeveral Obediences, many Miracles were reported to have 
been wrought, for Teſtimonies of their being all true Biſhops 
of Rome, though that was not poſſible. But ſo little were 
thoſe Miracles believed or regarded, that none of thoſe Popes, 
when their Titles came to be all declared void by a Council, 
did think it worth their while to mention any of thoſe Mira- 
cles, which were ſaid to have been wronght in their favour. 
And in the late Wars betwixt the Spaniards and the Portu- 
guezes, abundance of Miracles were confidently reported by 
the latter to have been wrought both in Europe, and in the 
Indies, in Confirmation of the Duke of Braganza's Title to 
their Crown, But the Spaniards knowing full well, how little 
Credit ſuch Reports do deſerve, did ſcorn to take any Notice 
of them. And though the People of Portugal did, and to this 
| Day do believe all thoſe Miracles, yet the Court of Portugal 
| never had the Courage once to mention any of them at Rome, 
| to perſuade the Popes to favour their King's Title ; though — 
| | x 
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fix and twenty Years together they had uſed all the other Ar- 

ments they could think of to have perſuaded them of it. 

nd thus the Papiſts do teach Proteſtants to deſpiſe the moſt 
confident Reports of Miracles being wrought among them ; all 
Reports of this Kind, in Diſpute among themſelves, though 
raiſed and ſpread with never ſo great Aſſurance, not being, by 
[thoſe they fight againſt, judg'd worthy of the leaſt Notice, 
unleſs it be either to deteſt the Falſhood of the Deviſors, or to 
pity or laugh at che Credulity of all that believe them. 


The laſt Evidence I ſhall produce of the Miracles which are 
aid to be wrought in the Roman Church not deſerving any 
Regard, is, That moſt of them, and which are as well atteſted 
as the reſt, are by ſome Learned Papiſts acknowledged to be 
nothing but bold Lies and Impoſtures deviſed for one baſe 
End or another to deceive the People. 


So Lyrams, in the Fourteenth Chapter of Daniel, ſaith, Ez 
femiliter aliguando fit in Eccleſia maxima deceptio Populi Miracu- 
lis fitis a Sacerdotibus, vel eis abherentibus, propter Lucrum 
temporale. So likewiſe in the Church, the People are ſometimes 


much deceived by Miracles which are forged by the Priefts, 
Jus 6 their Adberents for worldly Lucre. | 


And Wicelins in his Sermon on, Believe not every Spirit, 
ſaith, Hic non poſſum non flens teftari, Ethnicos hac in re nobis 
olim Fuiſſè cautiores, tos omnia hodie Miracula, atque adeo Ora- 
cula, ftatim recipimus, modo Lucri aliquid promittant. Here 1 
cannot but teſtify with Tears, that the Heathens auere ancient 
more cautious in theſe Matters, than due are; for at this Time, 
we do preſently receive all Miracles, and ſo Oracles likexwiſe, if 
they promiſe us any Gain. 


And Schultingius in his Bibliotheca Ecelefiaftica, ſaith, Vetus 
juſla eft hac oninium Doftorum hominum querela, veritati 
Ecclefiaftice, tam multa admixta fuiſſe mendacia, que magno- 
pere Fidem & Autoritatem ejus Hiſtories elevant. It has been 
the ancient and juſt Complaint of all Learned Men, that ſo many 
Lies have been mixed with Ecclefiaftical Truth, as do very much 
auealen the Faith and Authorily of that History. And amon 

thoſe Lies he reckons the Story of the Emperor Conflantine the 
Great's Leproſy, which together with its miraculous Cure, was 
the Ground that Emperor's Donation of the City of Neme to 
the Pope ſtood upon. And which forged Donation was by the 
Popes made uſe of with good 1 $ to eſtabliſh their Autho- 


rit 
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rity in al ; though it is now lighted by them, - becauſe they 
do not ſtand in need of it, and becauſe its Forgery is ſo pal- 
pable. [ | 

\ 

And Carolus Guyetus, a Jeſuit, in his third Book de Feſtis, 
ſaith, Referta ſunt Apocryphis non pauca in pleriſque Eccleſis 
olim; neſcio annon etiam nunc, in aliquibus uſitata. Anciently, 
not a few of the Offices in moſt Churches, were filled with Apo- 
' cryphal Stories, that is of Miracles, and which may, for any 
Thing that 1 know, be uſed in ſome Churches ſtill. And in the 

Fifth Chapter of the ſame Book he ſaith again, Non inficior, 
multa in pleriſgue Sanctorum Legendis, quos wocant, reperire 
ludicra, abſurda, & quod amplius eſt, a vero prorſus aliena, 
gravibuſque imprimis parachroniſmis implicata. I do not deny, 
but that there may be many Things, meaning Miracles, found in 
moſt of the Saints Legends, as they call them, which are ludi- 
crous and abſurd, and which is more, are palpably falfe, being 
involved in monſtrous falſe Dates. 


Melchior Canus, the Learned Biſhop of the Canaries, in his 
Eleventh Book De Locis Theologicis, makes the following heavy 
Complaint of the Miracles which are reported to be wrought 

in the Roman Church, Dolenter hoc dico, potius quam contu- 
melioſe, multo a Laertio ſeverius vitas Philoſophorum ſeriptas, 
quam 'a Chriſtianis vitas Sanctorum; longeque incorruptius 

integrius Suetonium res Cæſarum expoſuiſſe, quam expoſuerint 
Catholici, non res dico Imperatorum, ſed Martyrum, Virginum 
& Confefſorum. Illi enim in probis, aut Philoſophis, aut Prin- 
cipibus, nec vitia nec ſuſpiſiones vitiorum tacent, in improbis 
etiam colores wirtutum produnt. Moſtri autem plerique vel af- 
Fectibus inſerviunt, vel de induſtria quoque, ita multa confingunt, 
ut eorum me nimirum, non ſolum pudeat, ſed etiam tædeat. In 
ill enim, Miraculorum monſtra ſæpius quam vera Miracula 
legas; hanc auream ſe. Legendam homo ſcripfit, ferrei oris, plum- 
bei cordis, animi certe parum ſeveri & prudentis. I ſay this 
' ewith ſorrow rather than contumeliouſly, that the Lives of the 
Philoſophers are written by Laertius with more flritneſs than 
the Lives of the Saints are by Chriſtians ; and the Hiſtories of 
the Cæſars are ſet forth by Suetonius with more Integrity and 
Incorruption than the Hiſtories, I do not ſay of Emperors, but of 
Martyrs, Virgins, and Confeſſors, are publiſhed by Catholicks. 
For in the Good, whether Philoſophers or Emperors, they do not 
conceal their Vices, nor the ſuſpicions of Vices : And in the Bad, 
they tale Notice even of the Colours of Vertues ; whereas moſt 


of ours ſerving their Afedions do feign ſo many Things, that 1 
| an 
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am not ny aſhamed of them, but am fick with them. And 


| ſpeaking of the Golden Legend, he faith, In it monſters of Mi- 
racles are read for the maſt part rather than true Miracles. 
And as to the Author on that miraculous Hiſtory, he faith, 
He was a Man of an Iron Mouth, and of a Leaden Heart, 


and of a Mind of very little Strictneſi or Prudence. 


Now till the Roman Church can ſhew us, that ſome of the 
Miracles which are ſaid to be wrought in her, are better atteſted 
than the Bulk of them is, by the Confeſſion of ſo many of her 
own Learned Members ; ſhe has no Reaſon to be angry with 
Proteſtants for believing them to be all alike ; that is, bold Lies 
and Impoſtures impoſed upon the Credulity of ignorant and 


ſuperſtitious People. 


Now, is it not well for the Roman Church, as I have elſe- 
where obſerved, that ſhe has great Wealth, Authority, and 
Splendor, to beget and maintain a Reverence for her : Since 
were it not for thoſe dazling Advantages, her ſhameleſs Fal- 
ſhood in devifing Miracles, and her Peoples ſcandalous Credulity 
in believing them, together with her Images, and Proceſſions; 
and her Treaſures 6f Relicks and Indulgences, and her mon- 
ſtrous Legends ; would certainly with all thinking Men, make 
her the moſt deſpicable, and ridiculous Se& of Religion in the 
whole World. And as the Roman Church's Beauty is all with- 
out, ſo let her Members be but in Countries where their Eyes 
are not dazled with it, or where they are not fed continually by 
Friars, with freſh Stories of Miracles being wrought by one 
Image, or Saint, or onother, and of the great Vertue of ſome 
Relicks, or of ſome other ſuperſtitious Utenſils, in a ſhort Time 
their Religion is loſt, and they do with much Eaſe go over to 
that of the Country where they are: And tho' to prevent ſuch 
Apoſtacies, the Roman Church has an Order of Friars, whoſe 
Buſineſs it is to ranſom all her Members, who are Captives 
among Infidels ; and which Captives, tho very ſeldom with 
any of the Pope's Money, are commonly ranſom'd by them 
once in three or four Years; there are nevertheleſs in Barbary, 
and in Turkey more Renegado's of the alian, Spanihs, and 
Portugueze Nations, than of all other Weſtern Chriſtian Coun- 
tries beſides ; notwithſtanding more Exgliſ and Dutch are taken 
by thoſe Infidels, and are kept longer by them in Slavery, than 
any Popiſh Captives does expect, or needs to be detain d. But 
tho' theſe Friars, who are the Trinitarians, do go as Merchants 
into Barbary with Money to ranſom the Captives of their 


ſeveral Nations, they are the only Frigrs that go thither, and 
- E 2 who 
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who when they are there, do not ſay one _—_ to the Rene- 
gadoes, nor to no other Mahbometans about the changing of 
their Religion; and indeed, , conſidering how near A is 
to Spain, and that on the Sea Coaſt moſt of its Inhabitants do 
underſtand, and ſpeak Spaniſb well, none of the Roman Miſſio- 
naries ever offering to look into that neighbouring Religion of 
Infidels, does not a little diſcredit their Boaſting, That of all 
Provinces none are ſo earnefily ſought after by the Miſſionaries 

as- thoſe are, where. they le their Lives will be expoſed. to 
' the moſt Danger. For it is well known, that Miſſionaries can 
go no where, where they will be ſo certain of meeting with 
that Reward for their Labours, which, they ſay, they deſire 
ſo much; as in Barbary, which is at their Doors. | 


And is it not the ſame with Proteſtant Countries; for tho' 

England, Ireland, and Holland, are full of Romiſh Priefts and 
Friars, becauſe in all of them there are many rich People of 
their Religion, to harbour and entertain them. Sweden and 
Denmark, in which it is known they will not meet with thoſe 
Conveniencies, do ſeldom or never ſee any. And in the Indies, 
the great Scene of their Boaſtings, they do ſeldom go any 
farther than the Portugueſe or Spaniſh. Arms or Intereſt, do 
reach to cover them : Or if any of them do go farther, they 
go as Mathematicians, rather than Miffionaries, and by com- 


_ plying with the religious Rites of the Natives, do. ſeem rather 


to have turned Heathens themſelves, than to have done any 
Thing towards the converting of the Indians to Chriſtianity. 


It is true, whilſt they were protected by ſome Princes in 
Japan, they had made a great Progreſs in that Empere ; but 
when all Chriſtians came to be baniſh'd out of it upon Pain, 
of Death, as few of the Roman Miſſionaries. did remain there, 
ſo few or none of them have ever looked into it fince. And 
it appears from the Japan Martyrology, printed at Nome, that 
the much greater Part of the Chriſtians, which are ſaid: to 
have ſuffered Death there, were Japances Converts; moſt of: 
the European Miſſionaries having either got away, or hid 
themſelves ; ſo that of the Portugueze- Nation, to whom that 
Miſſion belonged; and who by their having-been-diſcovered at 
work to put the Sea-Ports of that Empire into the Hands of 
their Countrymen, had raiſed that Perſecutiotr ; not above three 
or four are ſaid to have ſuffered Death for their Religion hy 
the Hands of pyblick Jaſtice. The- reſt of the Europeans that 
ſaffered, having been Lialians and Spaniards, and who though 
they were more in Number than the Pag/upwezes who pour 
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Death, yet were not many; though. we ſhould” be & civil to 
them in Europe, as to believe all their Reports concerning that 
Perſecution. For as I have elſewhere obſerved, when any 
Spaniſh, French, or Italian Miſhonaries have gone into the 
Za Indies, for the Crowns of Spain and Portuge/ will not 
r any of them to go into the Veſt, tho there is Work 
enough there for all that can go; the Portugueze Prelates to 
whom the Conduct of the Eaf- India Miſhons was committed, 
were ſo civil to thoſe Strangers, as contrary to the Cuſſom in 
War, to give. them always the Poſts of Honour, contenting 
themſelves with the Miſſions which did promiſe the maſt Profic, 
and did appear to have the leaſt Danger. 


But as. the great and general End for which the Reman 
Church allows and authorizes the Reports of fo many: Miracles 
being wrought in her, is by them to keep her People under an 
abſolute Bondage of Thought in all Matters of Religion: 80 
the Authors of ſuch Reports: have likewiſe their own. private 
Ends in them, having in their Eye either their Ouun, or their O. 
ders, or their Countries Profit or Honour. And this is ſo vi- 
ſible to all that live among them, and obſerve how ſuch Mat- 
ters are managed, that there is no Room left for to doubt of it. 


For as in moſt rich and populous Popiſh Cities and Towns, 
there is but one Image of our Lady, at a Time, that has the 
great Vogue of working Miracles; and by which Fame the 
Convent that has it is in a ſhort Time ſtrangely enriched'; ſo 
the Inquiſitors, with the Ordinary in Name, having now got 
the giving and eſtabliſhing of that miraculous Fame. into their 
Gift, they do commonly {ſettle it in the Place which can make 
the beſt Friends to them. And as moſt Convents, and eſpecially 
thoſe that are poor, do labour hard after it, ſo to qualify them- 
ſelves to receive it, if the Inquiſitors ſhould be pleaſed to beſtow 
it upon them, they have all Miracles, which have been 
wrought by their ſeveral Images laid up in Store againſt that 
happy Hour; and which, if there ſhould be that Occaſion. 
for it, will have as many. Vouchers for their "Truth, as there 
are Monks or Friars in the Convent, and People much devoted 
to that Image. And of the Convents having this profitable 
Fame, as it were intailed upon them, to the Excluſion of all 
the Images in Pariſh. Churches, I have heard more than one 
Pariſh Prieſt complain, ing it as a great Wrong done 
to the Seculars, who they ſaid are of St Peter's Order, by the 


Havin . 
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Having gone one Day with the Envoy of England, to 
fee the Church of St Loio near Liſbon, the Rector ſhewed 
us a Tomb-Stone, under which he ſaid there laid a great Saint 

of that Hoaſe, who ſince his Death had wrought many Mi- 
racles. And being aſked by the Envoy, Whether he had been 
Canonized ? he id, He had not ; but that their Order had 
lung endeavoured to hade had it done; and that it had coſt the 

Convent ſo much Money, that they were not able to go on with the 

zew Buildings which they had begun. And the Envoy ſeeming 

to wonder at that, the Prior ſaid, very honeſtly, Were he but 
ance Canonized, we ſhould be reimburſed with Intereſt. 


The pretended Revelations made to ſome weal:, or di- 
ſtempered Woman; for to that Sex the new Revelations in 
the Roman Church are ſaid commonly to be given, are like- 
wiſe an Engine that Church makes great uſe of to bring her 
People's Minds under an abſolute Bondage to her. Such were 
the Revelations of Bridget, Catherine of Sienna, Tereſa, but 
above all, of Maria de Feſus, who lived in that Age. Which 
| Revelations, though they do all labour under the ſame Evi- 

dences of their being Impoſtures, with that Church's Miracles, 

yet being univerſally believed by the People, they have the 
fame Effects on their Minds, as if they were true, and are 
entertained by them as undeniable Proofs of the Doctrines 
taught or profeſſed by the Perſons who had thoſe Revelations. 

Neither is this the only Advantage, though it is a great one, 

that the Roman Church receives from her, now and then, giving 

Countenance to ſuch pretended new Revelations ; For by this 

fingle Art, ſhe has, among ignorant and enthuſiaſtical People 

acquired the unjuſt Reputation of encouraging a ſublime, in- 
ward ſpiritual Worſhip ; and of having in her Communion the 

Means by which ſuch a Worſhip may be arrived at. The Wo- 

men who were reported to have had thoſe new Revelations be- 
ing repreſented to the World as Perſons of a ſeraphical Devo- 
tion, and which is highly extolled in the Books which are 

written and publiſhed under thoſe Womens Names. So you 
ſhall ſcarce meet with an Enthuſiaſt in any Se& of Religion, 
that have read any of thoſe Books, who is not brought by 

them to have a more favourable Opinion of the Roman Church, 
than they would otherwiſe have had ; either noc knowing, or 
not conſidering, that though the Roman Church does for this 

End, now and then, ſuffer myſtical Divinity, and the _ 

fying of an internal and ſpiritual Way of Worſhip in Perſons 

ſhut up in a Cloyſter, under the Managery of a cunning Con- 


feſſor; yet that there is not any Thing that Church ſets pon 
. ; e 
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ſelf ſo much to hinder, as the prevailing of that Way of Wor- 
ſhip, being ſenſible, that the dead bodily Performances in Wor- 
ſhip, out of which the Main of her Profits do ariſe, would be 
all lighted and laid aſide, if an inward ſpiritual Worſhip did 
once obtain among her People, as the moſt acceptable to God. 
And of this the Eire Treatment the //uminads's met with 
in Spain in the laſt Age, and the Quietiſt, namely, Father Mi- 
chael! Molina, and the Biſhop of Cambray met with in this, from 
the Pope and his Inquiſitors, is an undeniable Proof. 


Now how ſuch new Revelations, and the Perſons who were 

ſaid to have had them, and the Books which are publiſhed 
under their Names, and are managed by the Pope and his 
Agents thus to their double Advantage, will, I think, mani- 
feſtly appear from a late famous Samp I will give of them 
all, in an Appendix to this Treatiſe. 


Here it will not, I believe, be unpleaſant to obſerve, how 
much ggiſtrafted the Popes are, betwixt the Reproach they find 
lying Oh them by Reaſon of miraculous Reports, and their In- 
tereſt to allow and ſupport them. Urban the VIIIth endea- 
voured to have ſplit this Hair, by having in the Year 1625, 
in the Congregation of the Roman Univerſal Inquiſition, pro- 
hibiting the printing of Books containing the As, Miracles, or 
Revelations of any that had been eminent for Sanctity, or that 
had the Fame of having been Martyrs, without the Recognition 
and Approbation of the Ordinary ; declaring, 'That Books pub- 
liſhed without that, ſhould not be reckoned to be approved of. 
And which Decree was in the Year 1633, ſo explained by the 
ſame Pope, as to prohibit the Elogies of Saints, or of any that 
are beatified, which do fall abſolutely on their Per/ons, to be 
publiſhed without a Proteſtation of the Author's, printed in the 
Beginning of the Book, declaring thoſe Elogies not to have 
any Authority from the Roman Church, but to have their Au- 
thority only from their Authors. And where it is ſaid, That 
this Prohibition ſhall not extend to miraculous Elogies, ſo far 
as they relate to Manners or to Opinions. 


Now as this Decree plainly ſhews the Popes not to be ve- 
ry eaſy under the Scandal of miraculous Reports, and that they 
would, if it were poſſible ſhake and ward it off; ſo it ſhews 
likewiſe, that, that is not to be done, but by a Courſe which 
the Pope, will never take, which is to prohibit all ſuch Re- 

rts. For as this Decree leaves the Legends of the Roman 


Church where they were before, they having been all 1 
| wi 
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with the Recognition and Licenſe of Ordinaries ; and as all the 
Books were, in which the Miracles are recorded, which I 
have here quoted, ſo it has left two wide Doors open for ſuch 
miraculous Reports; to wit, that of Manners, and that of O- 
pinions. Neither are thoſe which do fall only on Mens Per- 
ſons, forbid to be raiſed or talked of as they were before, no 
nor to be printed neither, provided they have the above-men- 
tioned Proteſtation before them, and which Proteſtation ſigni- 
fies nothing with Legendary Readers, by whom all Relations of 
Miracles and Viſions are ſwallowed down greedily, upon the bare 
Authority which their being printed give them; beſides, the 
Ordinaries, or their Deputies do ſeldom or never deny their Li- 
cenſes, when they are deſired, to any ſuch Stories, reckoning, 
that whether they be true or falſe, being believed, they will 
ſtrengthen the Faith, and increaſe the Devotion of their Flocks. 
Lying for GO D, who neither wants it, nor deſires it, having 


never been any Ways reckoned ſo meritorious as it is in the 


Church of Rome. 


Now: ant aber Iatereft, it in to the Belief of this hace 


being lawful, that the Church of Rome does owe her immenſe 
Treafure of monſtrous lying Signs and Wonders; and which, 
though they are known to be Laes, not only by their firſt De- 
viſors, but by all ſince that have impartially conſidered them, 
are notwithſtanding, upon this Foot, ſupported by falſe Reaſons, 
and Inquiſition Arguments as pious Frauds, that do produce 


good Effects 


So all that know the Evidences that are of the Story of the 
Ttinerant Chapel of Loretto being falſe, and yet don't for all 
that believe this to be its Caſe, muſt, if they don't diſemble, 
| have got the convenient Faculty of believing, or not believing, 
what they have a Mind to: Or if ſuch a Faculty be not poſ- 
fible, as I do not think it is, they muſt then needs reckon, that 
their not ſuffering themſelves actually to diſbelieve any Thin 
is to believe it. And ſo that which they call Belief in ſuc 
. Caſes, is purely that Act of their Will, whereby their Under- 
ſtanding, ſince they cannot believe as they would have them, 
is powerfully withheld from acting at all. 


And; that the Popes having put this Matter under this Re- 
gulation, has given no great Check to the Itch of reporting 
and printing ſuch Miracles; appears manifeſtly from the Lives 
of Santa Roſa, and of divers other Saints, which have been 


printed fince the making of this Decree. And which new 


Lives 
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Lives are as full of Reports, of abſurd and rediculous Miracles, 
as the Golden Legend itſelf is. Neither indeed, conſidering, 
how ſuch Reports are many Times ſupported with great Heat 
and Violence, by whole Orders of Monks and Friars, and ſome- 
times by Princes or great Cities, for one ſecular End or ano- 
ther, is it poſſible for the Popes without abſolutely condemning 
all ſuch Reports, and which none of them will ever do, to 
bring the Printing of them under ſuch a Government as they, 
for their Honour, would gladly have them under. 


However the Pope's finding that they cannot have the Ad- 
vantage of Reports of Miracles without having the Scandal of 
them too, rather than have neither, they will have both; and 
ſo having done ſomething, that, with unthinking People, will 
look like a Reftraint, ſuch Reports go on with as full a Gale 
as ever. And fo they will in Spite of all Prohibitions where- 
ever Image-Worſhip is ; and which is therefore called. in the” 
| Scriptures, @ Lye ; for having ſuch Lyes as theſe are in all 
Places, Popiſs, as well as Pagan, for its Supporters. And 
for this Reaſon Pope Urban out of his great Kindneſs for Images, 
did take Care by this Decree, not to lay any Reſtraint on the 
Miracles which are daily Reported to be wrought by them ; 
being ſenſible that Image-Worſhip, in the Popiſb as well as in 
the Heathen World, owes its Riſe and Continuance chiefly tp 
ſuch Reports; for had Men never been ſo far deluded as to be- 
lieve ſome Images to have a Power in them, however they 
came by it, ſuperior to human Power, they would never have 
ſtooped ſo low as to have worſhipped them. 


So Cyrus adored and worſhipped his Idol Bell every Day, 
whilſt he believed that Image did every Day eat twelve great 
Meaſures of fine Flower, and forty Sheep, and did every Day 
drink fix Veſſels of Wine : But when that King came to under- 
ſtand the Report of his Idol's eating and drinking to be a 
Cheat, he left it, as an unprofitable Piece of Wood, ty its Ene- 
my Daniel, to deſtroy ; and they who had eat and drank fo 
long for it, were all ſlain for their Impoſture. And fo though 
it may not perhaps be unlawful to have Images in the Place 
of Prayer, as Baoks, or Memorials only, it is certainly very dange- 
rous ; a Reverence for Images, on the Account of the Perſons whom 
they repreſent, being 3 to ſlide inſenſibly into a Diſpoſition to a- 
dore them; and by which Diſpoſition, Stories of their exttaordi- 
nary Works will eafily be believed : And for this Reaſon in the 
Scriptures, a Molten Image is called, a Teacher of Lies, deviſed 
of a 'great in-dwelling Power - it, by its Demetrius's, to encou- 
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rage its Workmanſhip, and of which Men would otherwiſe be 

aſhamed, as of a Thing Infinitely below the Dignity of their 
Nature. 
By theſe Means it 1s that the Unlearned in the Roman Church 
are held under that abſolute Bondage of Thought in all Mat- 
ters of Religion, which keeps them from ever coming to the 
Knowledge of her Anti-Chriſtianiſm. 


And as to the learned Men of that Church, whoſe Learn- 
ing lies in the Scriptures, and in Eccleſiaſtical Antiquities, if 
that Anti-Chriſtianiſm be not viſible to them; I know not to 
what to impute that, unleſs it be either-to their Minds, being 
blinded by firong carnal Prejudices ; or, to their being viſited 
with a judicial fpiritual Blindneſs, becauſe they receive not 
the Love of the Truth, that they might be ſaved, having ſhut 
their Eyes againſt it, that they might not ſee it. 


But if ſach learned Men do by their Studies come to the 
Knowledge of the Truth, as we have Reaſon to believe moſt of 
them do; and yet do, notwithſtanding that, continue ſtill in 
the Communion of the Reman Church; ſince Charity will not 
allow us to impute that to their being of no Religion, and that 
they do. therefore ſtick cloſe to the Prafeſſion of Popery, from 
which they do hope to reap the greateſt earthly Advantages, 
tho' that is known, to have been the Caſe of ſome of their Popes, 
and the Court of Rome has long been ſuſpected of having the 
Spots of the Plague of Irreligion upon it; ſome other Cauſe 
maſt be found for that Behaviour; neither, are we at a Loſs to 
find one in Fact; which is, that thoſe learned, Men, tho' they 
are ſenſible of the Errors and Corruptions which are in the 
Roman Church, and do wiſh heartily they were all reformed, 
yet knowing at the ſame Time, that Church's great Power, 
and how inflexibly obſtinate ſhe is made by her Pretence to In- 
fallibility, they are afraid that cannot be done without bringing 
the Affairs of Religion, and of the World, into great Diſor- 
ders ; for fear of which they endeavour to work their Minds in- 
to a Belief that thoſe Errors and Corruptions, tho' they are 
great, yet may not be of ſo damnable a Nature, but that they 
may be ſaved in the Communion of a Church they are in; 
and in which they continue only as in a leſſer Evil, fearing leſt 
a Remedy, if it were applied to them, might by Reaſon of that 
Church's great Averſion to it, prove worſe than the Diſeaſe. 


And 


* 


A View of the Methods, &c. © 544» | 


And as the learned Father Paul is known to have. bech kept 
in this Manner in the Communion of the Roman Church) x ſo L 
have been told by a very learned Man, and who knew Nang 
well, that this is actually the Caſe of moſt of the Ecclefiaſtic# 
Antiquaries in that Nation. Neither indeed can any read the 


Writings of moſt of thoſe learned Men, without obſerving their 
Pulſe to beat ſtrong that Way. 


But as thoſe Fears, conſidering the Greatneſs of the Popiſn 
Errors and Corruptions, can by no Means juſtify thoſe learned 
Men not coming out of her, ſo it is too probable, that were 
it not for the Conveniencies which they do enjoy, or do hope 
for, in that corrupted, but rich Church, thoſe Fears alone 
would not be ſtrong enough to hold them long in her Com- 
munion; ſeeing they might, without raiſing Diſturbances ei- 
ther in Church or State, retire to Proteſtant Countries, where 
they might ſerve God according to their Conſciences. The Caſe 
of ſuch learned Men in the Roman Church, being now nothing 
ſo hard as it was before the Reformation ; and that their 
Caſe might be yet eaſier, it were to be wiſhed, that they 
had the Encouragement of being fure to meet with a kind and 
civil Reception, in all Proteſtant Countries; and of being con- 
ſidered in them according to their Worth, without any Abate- 
ment, on the Account of their being Foreigners, or of their 
having been once Papiſts. For as none ought to be tempted 
only by worldly Views to turn Proteſtants, and of which con- 
ſidering the Roman Church's great Wealth, and numberleſs high 
Preferments, there can be no very great Danger ; ſo none 
ought to be diſcouraged from doing it, by having no Reaſon to 
hope, that if they did turn, they ſhould be regarded among us 
according to their Learning, and other Merits. And though © 
the Archbiſhop of Spalato might not perhaps be ſo honeſt, as 
he was learned; yet if any, by envying him his Preferments in 
our Church, did make him uneaſy in her, I hope they re- 
pented of it, if they lived to ſee the ill Conſequences of that 
unhappy Prelate's having returned to Rome, where his Heart 
was quickly diſcovered, by the ſharp- ſighted, and mercileſs In- 
quiſitors, not to be with them, but to be ſtill in our Church; 
and were likewiſe ſenſible how great a Diſcouragement that 
was to others of Learning, or of any Figure to come over to 
us. It were therefore to be wiſhed, that all ſuch learned Men, 
had among us, at leaſt a Place to retreat to, where they would 
be ſure of a comfortable Subſiſtence, and not to be left for 
that to the wide World. And were there a conſiderable Fund 
to be applied to the Uſe of converting Papiſts, and for the Sub- 
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ſiſtance of Converts from Popery, until they were otherwiſe 

rx for, as there is now, praiſed be God for it, for the 
| Uſe of converting Infidels, I doubt not but our Church would 
in a ſhort” Time, find the good EeRs of that Charity. And 
great Pity it was that the Deſign of this Kind, relating to the 
Greek Church, which I have been told was ſet on Foot by the 
Apoſtolical and Noble Biſhop of London, whoſe Palace has al- 
ways been the Ahlun of all Converts, did not meet with due 
Encouragement. 


For whatever any may think, or preſume upon their having 
the 'i'ruth on their Side, as long as Proteſtants ſtand only on the 
Defenſive, againſt a zealous, powerful, and itidefatigable Ene- . 
my, with a wealthy and politick Congregatioh eſtabliſhed for 
the Propagation of Popery, they muſt needs, without a Miracle, 
be ſtill lofing Ground. Neither is it eaſy to reconcile a due 
Zeal for our Church, with a no Concern tor the Propagation 
of her Doctrines; which being the ſame with thoſe of the A- 
poſtles, have been all confirmed by the Apoſtolical Miracles, 
and ſo do ſtand in no need of any Pretences of new Miracles, 
being wrought to further their Propagation ; no, nor of nothing 
elic, but only of the zealous Endeayours of the Princes, and Na- 
tions, by which they are profeſſed ; among which, if it were but 
an univerſal and ſtanding Law, to allow Papiſts all the ſame, but 
no more Liberties, than are allowed to Proteſtants in Popiſh 
Countries; by that Means they would either procure more Li- 
berty for Proteſtants abroad, or they would receive leſs Hurt 
from Papiſts at home, And than this, can any Rule be more 
Juſt and equal? Only in one Thing, God forbid, that Pro- 
teſtants ſhould ever uſe Lex Talionis with Papiſts, which is to 
ſet up Inquiſitions, unleſs the Papiſts will pull theirs down. 


But above all, it were to be wiſh'd, That the Glory of being 
the Head and Protector of the whole Proteflant Religion, and 
which Heaaſbip devolves itſelf naturally on the Crown of Eng- 
land, were by all the Princes that wear that Crown, looked 
on as its richeſt and brighteſt Jewel. It was reckoned to be 
ſo by the happy Queen Elizabeth, and it is the ſame now with 
our preſent melt Gracious and happy Sovereign : and on both 
whole Reigns it has drawn from Heaven ſo many extraordmary 
and diſtinguiſhiog Bleſſings, as are ſufficient to recommend it ſo 
powerfully to all their Proteſant Succeſſors, as to oblige them 
to be SEMPER EADEM, or [demto it; to the great 
Glory of God, to the Advancement of his holy Religion, and 


to the immortal Honour of the Crown of Exgland, which 
; without 
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without this great Jewel, can never be ſo illuſtrious, nor make 
that great Figure in the World, that it does when it is adorned 
with it. And as it will always ſecure to our Princes the 
Hearts of their People, ſo it will make Eng/and the Praiſe of 
all Proteſtant, and a Terror to all Popiſh Governments ; which 
have ſo,long, and in ſo many Parts, contrary to their Laws 
and Oaths, and the Faith of publick Treaties, trampled on 
the Reformation, without being controuled. And were Proteſ- 
tants, with their Divine and reaſonable Service, and with ſuch 
a Head on Earth, all of one Mind in all Things; or if that 
cannot be, yet were all ſo united in Heart and Affection, as to 
forbear one another in Love ; and were likewiſe all duly zealous 
for the Propagation of their Religign, Popery would no more 
be able to ſtand before the Proteſtant Worſhip, than Dagon was 
to ſtand before the Ark of the Living God. Idolatry being a 
Worſhip of too abſurd and vile a Nature, to have any Thing 
of a 'vital Strength in itſelf, and being entirely upheld by Ig- 
norance, Lies, and Force, muſt, if thoſe its Props were once 
removed, neceſſarily tumble down; and which Props, Proteſ- 
tants, if they were thus headed, united, and diſpoſed, would 
find it no hard Work to remove ; and as thereby the Chriſtian 
Worſhip would be brought to look every where like itſelf again; 
ſo were that once done, it u ould go far towards the reconciling 
the Fews and Mahometans to it; in whoſe Way to Chriſt, the 
Adoration of Images has long been an inſuperable Stambling 
Block ; and to the latter, and greateſt of which two Seats, 
the Introduction of Images into the Chriſtian Church, and the 
Lies by which they were introduced, and came to be adored, 
did viſibly give Riſe, and has ever ſince kept it in Coun- 
tEnance. . 


Not that I will deny, That the chmmon Herd of Pagans, 
were with the more Eaſe brought to be Chriſtians, ſuch as 
were, by the Chriſtians having drawn them over ta 
them inſenfibly, by taking up ſeveral of their Uſages in Wor- 
ſhip ; namely, the two of adoring Images, and praying to 
more than one Being. But notwithſtanding that, conſidering 
how contrary thoſe two heatheniſh Uſages are, to the firſt Prin- 
ciples of that Worſhip which God did reveal to the World in 
the holy Scriptures. As that Oeconomy can by no Means be 
juſtified, ſo it was certainly with all thinking People, a very 
great Diſadvantage to the Chriſtian Worſhip ; by whom no- 
thing in the revealed Religion was ſo much admired, as its 
teaching that there is but One God, and that God only is 
to be worſhipped, and that in Spirit and in Truth, and not 


with 
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with Peoples Bodies only, and in Images ; which have Lies 
always for their inſeparable Companions. And fince, for that 
Reaſon, an Idol in the Scripture is called a, Lie, it is not im- 
| Probable, that our Lord's Meaning, when he commanded his 
Followers to worſhip God in Truth, might be, That they 
muſt not worſhip God by Images, whoſe Worſhip, where- 
ever it is, was firſt introduced, and is ſtill ſupported by Lies 
of their having wrought Miracles; and which Lies being be- 
lieved by their Worſhippers, do inſpire them with a moſt fu- 
rious Zeal againſt all that ſhall dare to deſpiſe their Miracle- 
working Idols. So Micah when he was robbed of his Images, 
was tranſported ſo, that he ſeemed to be robbed of his Wits 
too. And the People of Epheſus, if Saint Paul had ſet their 
City on Fire, could not have been in a greater Rage againſt 
him, than that was they were thrown into by Demetrius's tel- 
ling them, That Apoſtle had ſpoke againſt their Image, of the 
Goddeſs Diana; which Image did owe its Birth, and its be- 
ing univerſally worſhipped, to the Legendary Lie, of its hav- 
ing come ready made, down from Heaven. 


And ſo according to the Words of the Prophet 7/atah, 
ſpeaking of Image-Worſhippers, They feed of Aſhes, a deceiv- 


ed Heart hath turned them afide, that they cannot deliver their 


Souls ; nor ſay, Is there not a Lie on our right Hand? Their 
Hearts being ſo wretchedly deceived by the Belief of the Mi- 
racles which are ſaid to have been wrought by their right 
Hand, or deareſt Idol, as to turn aſide, and muzzle their Un- 
derſtanding ſo, that no Arguments that would deliver their 
Souls out of the vile Bondage of 'Thought they are in, are 
able to reach them, ſo as to bring them to ſay, What a low 
and contemptible Thing is this, which is by Lies put into 
my right Hand to worſhip. 


For which Reaſon the ſame Prophet did call upon all that 
worſhipped Images, To remember, that they are Men; plainly * 


” Intimating, as if that alone would be ſufficient to cure them 


of all Inclinations to Idolatry, making them aſhamed of a 
Thing which is ſo much below the Dignity of their Na- 


3 fine, if God were pleaſed to be working Miracles con- 
- tinuaHy, why he ſhould not work them by Men or Women, 
rather than by Images? and by the Living, rather than by 


the Dead? and in Publick, rather than in dark Corners? are 


' Queſtions. not eaſily to be anſwered by the Champions of Image- 
JON. + | | Worſhip ; 
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Worſhip ; as it is not eaſy for them to ſhew, that there can poſ- 
ſibly be an higher Worſhip given to any Thing, worſhipping 
it as an Image, than a Relative Latria. Or that there ever 
was any where elſe Half ſo many Reports of Miracles hav- 
ing been wrought by Images, as there are in the Roman 
Church ; or that any People were ever brought under a more 
perfect Bondage of Thought, in all Matters relating to Reli- 
* by ſuch Reports, than that Church's Sheep are; and 
y which Bondage of Thought, notwithſtanding her mani- 
— r manifeſt Errors and Corruptions, ſhe keeps them in 
er Fold. 
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